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Sustenance 


By Lois Reynolds Carpenter 


ESUS raised Jairus’ daughter 
From the dead again to life. 
“Feed the damsel,” then He ordered 
Of the ruler and his wife. 


Homely touch of Kingly kindness, 
We would be the last to scorn— 

Yet the one supreme essential 
For the soul that’s newly born 


Is the early morning manna, 
Which supplies each vital need. 
This is God’s prime rule for growing: 
On the precious Word te feed. 


ye 
World Events and Trust in God 


Only unrest can come from con- 
tinually thinking of what is happening 
in the world. The best plans fail, prom- 
ises are broken, policies are changed 
over night, and rumors of war, like dis- 
tant summer thunder, rumble out of the 
clouds on the world’s horizon. Bishop 
Frank Houghton, General Director of 
the China Inland Mission, now in this 
country, gave a heartening challenge to 
a large group of friends of the Mission 
who gathered to hear him at a recent 
meeting in Philadelphia. He said, “What 
we need today is not a right reaction 
to world events, but the right relation 
to the living God.” He called attention 


to the contrasts between darkness and 
light which appear in the prophecy of 
Isaiah at the close of chapter five and 
the beginning of chapter six, and at the 
end of chapter eight and the beginning 
of chapter nine. “And if one look unto 
the land, behold, darkness and distress; 
and the light is darkened in the clouds 
thereof. In the year that king Uzziah 
died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and his train 
filled the temple. . . . And they shall 
look unto the earth, and, behold, dis- 
tress and darkness, the gloom of an- 
guish; and into thick darkness they shall 
be driven away. But there shall be no 
gloom to her that was in anguish... . 
The people that. walked in darkness 
have seen a great light: they that 
dwelt in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light 
shined.” Bishop Houghton recognized 
that there is great trouble in China, 
but, in a most hopeful and encour- 
aging way, jhe urged his hearers to 
remember that the light of God is shin- 


~ 


ing in China, and many, many hearts 
are being transformed by the glorious 
Gospel. He believes that the united 
prayers of Christian people may stem 
the tide of Communism and open new 
doors for the preaching of the Good 
News. He spoke with confidence of the 
Christian faith and testimony of Gener- 
alissimo Chiang Kai-shek and stressed 
the need of continued prayer for him, 
But with sadness he referred to,the re- 
cent tragic death of General Feng, and 
asked this significant question, ““Was he 
boosted too much and prayed for too 
little?” Those who attended that Fri- 
day evening meeting of the China Inland 
Mission will not soon forget the light 
of hope in Bishop Houghton’s face and 
the ringing note of hopefulness and true 
Christian optimism in his voice as he 
called upon believers to look away from 
the darkness of the world to the light 
of the glory of God. It was an echo of 
Hudson Taylor’s challenge by word and 
life to “have faith in God” (Mark 11:22), 
or, “hold the faithfulness of God.” 
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The Effects of Small Amounts of Alcohol 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


nected with the Karolinska Insti- 

tute in Stockholm and led by 
Prof. Dr. G. Liljestrand have been study- 
ing the “thresholds” of alcohol, that is, 
the time when it begins perceptibly to 
enter and influence the human organ- 
ism. The importance of this experi- 
mentation is that it is making the old 
terms “moderation” and “excessive” ob- 
solete in that it proves that the slightest 
amounts entering the human system 
have measurably injurious effects. This 
information will be useful in quarterly 
Temperance Lesson instruction; also as 
a corrective to the misleading tendencies 


A GROUP of able physiologists con- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But it is goed for me to draw 
near to God: I have put my trust 
in the Lord God, that I may de- 
clare all thy works” (Psa. 73:28). 
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current in the United States which have 
emanated from the Yale School of Alco- 
hol Studies. 

These experiments have been described 
by Dr. Leonard Goldberg in the Swedish 
scientific organ Tirfing (Hafte 5-8, 1947). 
He writes, for example, of alcohol’s rela- 
tion to airplane service, 





There is a special nerve apparatus that 
reacts for changes in blood pressure. 
Others also react for changes in the 
degree of oxygen in the blood which, in 
turn, is regulated by breathing. By 
careful measurements this breathing ap- 
paratus can be observed; also changes 
in blood pressure and breath.ng, regis- 
tered in the corresponding nerves. This 
has been proved by researches of Pro- 
fessors Liljestrand, v. Euler, and Zotter- 
man, 

At a height of six to seven thousand 
meters (20,000 feet), the air is so thinned 
that its content of oxygen does not ordi- 
narily suffice. Hence modern planes have 
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cabins specially built to regulate air 


pressure. Meanwhile the body has, to a 
certain extent, the capacity to compen- 
sate for the lowered oxygen content by 
strongly increased breathing through 
the apparatus of neck pulse veins. 

Alcohol works on this delicate mech- 
anism disastrously, lowering the height 
tolerance from as much as 4,000 meters 
to 2,000! This occurs not merely during 
drinking time. The alcohol leaves an 
after-effect continuing after it has 
passed out of tite body altogether, which, 
in some cases, can cause a fatal diminish- 
ing of height tolerance, 

Recently published reports have 
thrown further light on this after-effect. 
Lundgren and Zotterman have investi- 
gated the oxygen intake of lumbermen 
before and after heavy work. They 
proved that the oxygen intake of ex- 
perienced workmen was the same every 
morning, whether they had rested after 
work or engaged in sport the evening 
before. But after an evening with drink, 
a lessening of the oxygen intake was 
observable on the day following, even 
though the acute effects of alcohol had 
passed and no alcohol could be detected 
in the blood, 





Now for alcohol and eyesight. The 
neuro-physiologists, Bernhard and Skog- 
lund, of the same Karolinska Institute, 
cut away an eye with its nerve from 
a frog and put it into a food solution. 
They then showed that, if light were 
passed through it, reactions in the nerve 
occurred that could be measured. On 
adding a weak dilution of alcohol to the 
solution, the impulse stream increased, 
due to a paralysis of the inhibiting fac- 
tor. In this way they were able to prove 
that alcohol worked paralyzingly even 
in small amounts, 

The practical importance of this lies 
in the fact that the peculiarity here dem- 
onstrated is the same as that occurring 
in the eye’s capacity to pass from day- 
light sight to that of darkness; in other 
words, in the eye’s capacity to see in 
darkness and in half light. Alcohol 
lowers the intensity of the light func- 
tion. An object must be more strongly 
lighted to be observed by one under 
alcohol influence. 





An all-wise American Congress fixed 
the limit of beer’s intoxicating power 
at 3.2%, and allowed its free sale to 
young recruits in army canteens. As it 
happens, no stronger beer is commonly 
allowed for sale in Sweden. The Karo- 
linska Institute has engaged in experi- 
mentation to determine its character in 
this respect. 

A series of practical tests for auto 
driving and telegram reception were in- 
stituted, the novelty in them being that 
at all times there were parallel controls, 
persons subjected to the same tests in 
auto driving, blood examination, and the 
like, with the sole exception that they 
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drank nothing alcoholic. In this way 
factors such as training, weariness, and 
the like, did not interfere, 

The driving took place on a special 
course; all drivers were experienced 
men. They first went round the course 
and’ then sought in the shortest possible 
time to execute a number of tests with- 
out mistakes —to come out of a garage, 
to drive round three wooden blocks, to 
back along a ten meter plank, to turn 
in a small space, to drive into and start 
out of a sand pile, and finally to park 
the auto beside a sidewalk. The time 
for the execution of every single move- 
ment was determined; also the effective- 
ness of driving. 

After this the persons being tested 
drank three or four glasses of 3.2% beer; 
then both abstainers and drinkers drove 
over the course a second time with the 
same tests of time, skill, and alcohol 
blood content. 

The amount of alcohol taken was very 
small, the alcohol blood content reach- 
ing, on an average, only .4 per thousand, 
that is, only half the limit allowed in 
Swedish law for alcoholic harmlessness, 
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Yet the driving of the 3.2% beer drink- 
ers was distinctly worse than that of 
the abstainers, above all in speed of 
action in every single test. This deteri- 
oration reached .in some instarces from 
25 to 50%! 





The tests of capacity to recéive Morse 
telegraphic messages gave parallel’ re- 
sults. The amount of 3.2% beer taken 
was three or four glasses, enough to 
indicate an alcohol blood content of only 
2 to 8a thousand, Yet the deteriora- 
tion reached in many cases 25% to 100% 
as compared with abstinent controls. 
The number of mistakes and jumps at 
times came to more than double. The 
whole appearance of the pages was dif- 
ferent, as between beer and no beer, 

This makes clear that the official Yale 
limit of alcoholic harmlessness (.5 to a 
thousand) is not defensible, 





If we have universal military service 
in the near future this matter is sure to 
come up again. It is well therefore to 
be prepared for it, 


(Continued on page 915) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Alcohol Studies. at Yale 


An effort is being made in this com- 
munity to finance an extension of the 
work of the Yale School of Studies on 
Alcohol by contributions from the 
churches, I want information regard- 
ing it, as I understand it has been 
financed to a great extent by brewers 
and distillers and advocates of mod- 
erate drinking—A South Carolina 
minister, 


Mr. Gorpon’s REPLY 


In reply I can only say that any oppo- 
nent of drink who contributes to this 
Yale project and its extensions is likely. 
to be stung. It ig not financed by the 
drink interest, but the Resgarch Coun- 
cil, with which it is more or less closely 
associated, is heavily so. The Yale 
School is in touch with the distillers, 
and is ready to co-operate with them. 
Their representatives attend its summer 
sessions, often as speakers. In the ses- 
sion of 1948 an official of the United 
State Brewers’ Association was promi- 
nent. Yet this Association has been 
shown to be one of the most corrupt 
organizations in American history, domi- 
nating politics, corrupting legislatures, 
boycotting businessmen, intimidating 
men in public life. Its leading firms 
were often exposed in the past as oper- 
ating dives (brothels). Dr. ‘Haggard, 
head of the Yale School, attended the 
1948 Convention of the U. S. Brewers’ 
Association at Atlantic City and spoke 
for “moderation,” for beer, and against 
local option. That ought to place it, 

The Yale School indeed receives the 
enthusiastic applause and support of wets 


of ‘all types and of their publications. Mr. 
Mosely of Seagram’s explains that it 
teaches moderation (in drinking) “as we 
have taught it all along.” After receiv- 
ing gruelling treatment from scientists 
for a whole generation or more, the 
Aiquor men at last have found physiolo- 
gists who stand for opinions which often 
excuse and palliate alcohol. I am quite 
sure that this runs counter, at many, 
if not most points, to contemporary sci- 
entific findings, especially to that devel- 
oping in Europe at the present time. 
This I have made clear in “Alcohol Re- 
action at Yale” (from the author, at 
Francestown, N. H., $1). I am working 
on a series of Anti-Alcohol Supplements 
which, if published, will provide further 
proof, 


On the way up to Yale from New York .- 


one used to pass the winter quarters for 
the circus of the late Phineas T, .Bar- 
num, whose maxim was, “The people 
like to be fooled.” One thinks of it 
when one recalls how the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches, the Methodist Board of 
Temperance under Cherrington, and the 
Poling Allied Youth organization have 
been taken in by the Yale School. This 
School, believe it or not, seeks to hitch 
up the church and the liquor interest 
in a common co-operating team and 
these organizations have fallen for it. 
That is because they are not acquainted 
with the literature of the alcohol ques- 
tion in any considerable degree, and so 
become an easy mark. They should re- 
member the Mosaic injunction, “Thou 
shalt not plow with an ox and an ass 
together”. (Deut. 22:10). 
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Ill. The Future State of the Lost Dead 


The two resurrections and the measureless horror 


of the second one 


UCH confusion would be avoided 
M if we kept in mind that there 
is no such thing taught in Scrip- 
ture as either a general resurrection or 
a general judgment. The resurrection of 
the saved dead and that of the lost dead 
are separated from each other by a pe- 
riod of a thousand years, which period 
is called the Millennium. It is true that, 
according to John 5:28, 29, the time is 
coming when “all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice and shall come 
forth,” but this is immediately followed 
by the statement that there will be two 
resurrections, “the resurrection of life” 
and “the resurrection of damnation.” 
The first resurrection is in three parts, 
typified by the three parts of the barley 
harvest as described in Leviticus 23. 
There were (1) the wave-sheaf of the 
firstfruits, “Christ the firstfruits” (1 Cor. 
15:23); (2) the wave-loaves, typifying 
the church—‘“they are the firstfruits 
unto Jehovah” (Lev, 23:17; Jas. 1:18); 
this is the Rapture, described in 1 Thes- 
salonians 4:13-18; and (3) the gleanings, 
typifying the raising of the tribulation 
saints. It is when these martyrs of the 
Great Tribulation are raised that the 
first resurrection is completed, and then 
it is written, “This is the first resurrec- 
tion.” Let us read the whole passage 
just here, Revelation 20: 4-6: 


No General Judgment 


“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is 
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrec- 
tion: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him 
a thousand years.” 

And there is no general judgment. 
The judgment of believers is already 
past. On Calvary the Lamb of God died 
for our offenses, and after three days 
He was raised again for our justifica- 
tion (Rom. 4:25). While our works as 
God’s servants will be brought into judg- 
ment (1 Cor. 3:11-15), we shall never 
be brought into judgment'for our sins. 

On the other hand, those who reject 
the gift of God “are condemned already 
because they have not believed” (John 


By WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, D.D. 
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Unless we hold closely to what the 
Bible teaches about hell, we shall 
be all at sea. There is no light on 
life after death except in the Bible, 
but human speculation works out 
various pleasant theories which sat- 
isfy men and blind their eyes to the 
truth. This is the third and con- 
cluding article in which Dr. Pettin- 
gill has brought together the passages 
giving the Scriptural teaching on this 
all-important and solemn subject. 








3:18). If they die out of Christ, they 
must face the judgment of the great 
white throne, described in Revelation 
20:11-15, “when the thousand years are 
expired” (v. 7): 

“And I saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them, And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God.” Not the living, mind, but 
“the dead, small and great.” The living, 
they constitute the bride of the Lamb, 
who will have been reigning with Christ 
a thousand years. Not the living, but 
“the dead.” 

“The dead, small and great.” . For in 
that picture, indeed, “there is no dif- 
ference.” Here they are standing “be- 
fore God.” This is not the Father, but 
the Son; for to the Son all judgment 
is committed. “For the Father judgeth 
no man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment unto the Son: ... For as the Father 
hath life in himself; so hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself; and 
hath given him authority to execute 
judgment also, because he is the Son of 
man” (John 5:22, 26, 27). The Lord 
Jesus therefore is not only the Saviour 
of those who receive Him; He is also 
“the righteous Judge” of those who re- 
ject Him. He is the Lamb of God, and 
He is also the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah, 

Look now at “the books” and “an- 
other book” (Rev. 20:12): 

“And the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works.” 
Nothing is left for these doomed ones 
but to refer to their works. And the 
man doesn’t live who can stand before 
the Righteous Judge on the record of 
his works, “for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom, 
3:23). 

Let us read on (Rev. 20:13, 14): 

“And the sea gave up the dead which 


were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man according 
to their works. And death and hell 
{the contents of them, the bodies and 
souls of the lost dead] were cast into 
the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire.” 

The language is plain enough. No one 
can honestly misunderstand it. And it 
is true. It is God’s Word, and it cannot 
fail. 

Try to visualize this scene; try to re- 
alize the measureless horror —the dead 
standing before God. Doubtless most of 
these will be speechless, but there will 
be some there who have depended upon 
their religious works, hoping that by 
these they would escape the wrath of 
God. Hear them as they, in astonish- 
ment, cry out: “Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 
name have cast out demons? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works?” 
And then hear Him that sits upon the 
throne, as He says, “I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 


Unavailing Works 


So, my unsaved friend, religious works 
are as helpless as any other works, to 
save you. Your name must be written 
in the Book of Life. Nothing else will 
avail. The record of your works will be 
there in “the books.” The damning 
record will be there if any soul thinks 
to cry out against the justice of God in 
that awful scene. God forbid that any 
of us should contemplate the tragedy in 
cold blood! It is impossible to read 
this twentieth chapter of the Revelation 
without yearning over every lost soul 
who is putting off the question of sal- 
vation. Oh, marvel of marvels! It is yet 
possible for you who read these lines 
to have your name written in the Book 
of Life. Think of it. Is your name 
fhere? Is it there? “4 

Two things are clear as to the final 
state of the lost dead. They will be 
eternally separated from God, and they 
will likewise be eternally separated from 
the good. It means absolute hopeless- 
ness. Here, the most wretched of men 
have some lingering ray of hope; but 
there, all hope will be gone, and gone 
forever. And it is plainly declared in 
the Scriptures that in “the lake of fire” 
there is everlasting conscious suffering. 

There are many who say they cannot 
love a God who would prepare such a 
lake of fire for men. But He did no such 
thing. He never did. It was not pre- 


- 
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pared for men at all. It was “prepared 
for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 
25:41). If men go there it will be, as 
it were, over the dead body of the Son 
of God, who.died to keep men from go- 
ing there. 

You don’t have to do anything bad to 
go there. Just keep on doing nothing; 
just keep on neglecting so great salva- 


Youth for Christ in Tokyo 
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tion. Oh, my friends, hasten! Hurry! 
Flee from the wrath of God. For there 
is no other way, but by Him who said, 
“I am the way”; who also said, “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 
How shall we escape if we neglect — 
if we neglect —if we neglect so great 
salvation? 


WILMINGTON, DEL, 


How the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade is carrying on the work begun by Christian Gl's 


OW beautiful were the feet—in 

combat shoes, shoes designed to 
tread roughshod over all kinds of hard 
going—shoes that were intended to 
trample down,the foe and finally, on the 
victor’s feet, tread on the land of the 
defeated. When that terrible skirmish 
was over and the momentous document 
was signed on the U.S.S, Missouri, in 
Tokyo Bay, among the 500,000 men who 
came in the occupation were a few hun- 
dred Christian men. As they tramped 
here and there over the debris and 
rubble of Tokyo and Yokohama and 
other cities, eighty-eight of which lay 
in utter ruin, they sang their songs of 
victory. Why not? They were the vic- 
tors! But these songs had no boastful 
swagger, but rather the joy of Christian 
victory. The Japanese youth heard the 
trample of the shces and heard the melo- 
dies. “How’s this—these fellows wi:o 
neither drink nor smoke, nor engage in 
dissipation, they are having a good time. 
We know nothing of a good time except 
it be associated with profligacy, vice, and 
dissipation.” 

So when the notices went out that 
Combat Shoes would be leading choruses 
in the Youth for Christ to be held in 
the old roofless church on Ginza in the 
heart of Tokyo, the Japanese youth 
wanted to be there. Clever GI’s had 
been up all night printing song sheets 
in English and Japanese. They knew 
their song was the entering wedge into 
the hearts of depressed and needy Jap- 
anese youth. As they flocked into the 
services, we heard one student say to 
another, “How’s this—our conquerors 
taking an interest in our souls? We 
thought they had come to tread us down 
—as we now know we deserve — but 
not so, they are taking measures to help 
us up—how come?” 

The song sheets were passed and the 
young people glued their eyes to them 
—how could they look up? They were 
so downcast and ashamed, defeated in 
what, it was now apparent, was a false 
cause. The choruses began; the Combat 
Shoes tramped from one side of the plat- 
form to the other. The uniform never 
looked more grand than when it stood 
there, swinging its arms to the rhythm 
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of “We have heard the joyful sound, 
Jesus saves, Jesus saves.” After losing 
faith in images of wood and stone, these 
Japanese youth liked best of all the 
chorus, “He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus 
lives today.” The choruses proceeded, 
testimonies in English, a message in Jap- 
anese and an invitation was given, 
Young people who’ had scarcely raised 
their eyes at the beginning of the service 
were raising their hands indicating a 
desire to know the meaning of “Jesus 
saves.” The old, worn-out shoes on’ Jap- 
anese feet began to file into the prayer 
room. The missionary turned to a youth, 
a seeker, and heard this. “That hand- 
shake! I don’t know what his name is, 
but that GI who welcomed me in and 
ushered me to a seat—he shock my 
hand and that handshake went down 
through me from my head to my feet, 
He seemed so genuinely interested in 
me; how can I get what he has!” We 
told him—and he found it! 
Somewhere in the U. S. A, is a new 





Recent News of the FEGC 


The second annual convention 
of the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade 
closed August 30 at Medicine Lake, 
Minn, 

Thirteen missionaries are al- 
ready in its two fields, Japan and 
the Philippines. 

Last year FEBIAS, the Far 
Eastern Bible Institute and Semi- 
nary, opened in Manila in new 
buildings, 

In Japan new properties had 
been gained, including a com- 
pound which had formerly been 
the Emperor’s private dairy farm 
—now soon to be an evangelical 
Bible school, 

A representative group of 195 
ex-servicemen and friends spent 
six days in concentrated study, 
work, and prayer, facing a year in 
which their program of reaching 
the Far East for Christ will be 
approximately doubled. Home 
office of the FEGC is 305 Maple 
Leaf Place, Seattle 5, Wash. 
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book just off the press, which gives 
these short sentences: “It happened in 
Tokyo—she had lost her father and 
mother in the air raids, and there was 
nothing left for a sixteen-year-old to live 
for. She was on her way to suicide. 
The Combat Shoes were on their way, 
too—to the second Youth for Christ 
service. He met her; he invited her; 
she came; she listened; and at the end 
of the service she accepted —and there 
was another name written in Heaven.” 
The recording angel was busy writing 
Japanese names. 


Contact with students brought invita- 
tions for Bible classes here and there, 
so that a common sight in Tokyo was to 
see the Christian GI with his black, 
leather-bound Book under his arm strik- 
ing off in his sturdy shoes for some Bible 
class. The story of saving grace was 
being read from a version bound in shoe 
leather. As we met the GI’s from dif- 
ferent parts of Japan, we discovered that 
not only Tokyo, and Yokohama, but 
Osaka and several other cities were wit- 
nessing the same sort of thing. The 
youth of Japan, so thoroughly warped, 
distorted, and misled by the war and its 
propaganda, were hearing truth at last 
—truth that would set them right— 
would change their outlook and lives 
and prepare them to understand and 
contribute to the democratic set-up. 
They knew now what made these upright 
fellows happy. They came to understand 
what made the conquerors take an in- 
terest in the conquered, and the victors 
were making them willing captives to 
the principles of Christianity and democ- 
racy. It was so contrary to what the de- 
feated people expected that it made the 
greater impression, 

The children, born and reared under 
the blight of war conditions, were at- 
tracted by the friendly GI, his merry 
“Hello,” and his chewing gum. The 
Christian GI looked at them with the 
love of Christ. They let the children 
know where they could meet on off 
hours, and there they taught them 
choruses, and through an interpreter, 
gave them the story of the Saviour. 

Then there were the war orphans who 
had been living on the street since home 
and parents had perished in the air raids. 
They hid around the corner shyly, 
ashamed at having learned to beg, steal, 
and lie. Hundreds of such children were 
eking out an existence. Ragged and 
dirty, hungry and cold, the GI’s saw their 
pitiable condition, and couldn’t rest until 
a home had been prepared for some of 
them. Soon all Tokyo was moved by 
the change in these children when they 
heard them singing, “Rolled away, rolled 
away, rolled away, all my lying, stealing, 
begging rolled away.” 

After a year of intensive operation 
like the above in many centers in Japan, 
chaplains and GI’s caught the vision of 
making the werk permanent. It-so-hap- 
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pened that, just one year from the time 
the Missouri sailed into Tokyo Bay and 
the momentous surrender was signed 
with the terms of the Potsdam Agree- 
ment, an “Off Hours” yacht sailed down 
the same bay carrying over one hundred 
GI’s and their chaplains and missionary, 
and another surrender was made when 
these men in uniform pledged to give 
themselves to the task of continuing and 
extending the activities already started, 
terming the new agreement, The Far 
Eastern Gospel Crusade. The Crusade 
gpread one wing over the infant activ- 


_ ities in Japan, and the other wing over 


similar projects in the Philippines— 
Youth for Christ, Children’s Evangels, 
and the Far Eastern Bible Institute and 
Seminary (FEBIAS). It is a crusade of 
warriors going forth in battle for Christ 
in the Orient. Watch them as they finish 
their education in seminaries and uni- 
versities in America; watch the fire 
burning in their breasts. “Send us back, 
and send us pronto!” Already four have 
gone back to the Philippine Islands; 
there are six in Japan and others ready 
to go. A real crusade! Combat shoes 
have trampled down prejudice and 
gpened a path for Christianity in the 
East. The world looks on in amazement 
at this achievement of Christian service- 
men. 


Just before the writer left Japan, a 
university student in an inquiry service 
broke forth seriously, “You know, we 
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Japanese were all ready to die for our 
Emperor; we were willing to have the 
last drop of life blood drained from our 
veins for him. Now that is thrown down 
—that is finished! You told me tonight 
in that sermon that Christ came and 
died for me—shed His blood for me. 
Why, that reverses all my thinking! I 
want to tell my mother before I sleep; 
I want to tell my classmates; this ought 
to change our nation.” And indeed this 
is the power that can throw the thinking 
of the Japanese people into reverse and 
change them. 

MacArthur asked for one ‘thousand 
missionaries, stating frankly that democ- 
racy without Christianity would be a 
monstrosity. In a few months he ex- 
pressed his disappointment at the delay 
in the response, but his own warriors, 
the same ex-servicemen, will soon be 
going back clad in the armor of light 
and the same feet shod with the prep- 
aration of the Gospel of peace. Yes, 
they are going back. They are not will- 
ing to leave the job unfinished. The 
little white crosses scattered over the 
Pacific are ever in their thinking, and 
they say, “The same sacrifice of life 
which: brought VJ Day brought a great 
awakening, a great crisis in‘ Japan. After 
our buddies have paid the supreme price 
to win, you can count on us to bring 
to the land, blasted by atomic bomb, the 
blessed dynamic of the Gospel.” 

SEATTLE, WASH, 


The New Westminster Study Bible 


This article is a review by Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D., of “The Westminster 
Study Edition of the Holy Bible.’ (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $10.) 


HE appearance of this annotated 
Bible is of very special significance, 


Although published several months later 


than the other materials of the New Cur- 
riculum for Bible study which ‘have 
been prepared by the Board of Christian 
Education of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A.,1 it forms an important 
part of it; and it indicates still more 
clearly the nature of the instruction 
which will be “official” in this large and 
influential Protestant communion, if its 
present Board of Education is allowed 
to have its way. The fact that Dr. James 
D. Smart, the editor-in-chief of the New 
Curriculum, is named as one of the edi- 
tors of the “Study Edition” leaves no 
room for doubt as to this, 

The book makes a very attractive ap- 
pearance. It is*a large octavo volume 
of about 2,000 pages, well printed on 
thin paper, which prevents its being 
very bulky. The Biblical.text is that 
of the Authorized (King James) Version, 





1Dr. Allis’s articles on the New Curriculum 
may be had in a pamphlet entitled “A Critique 
of the New Curriculum” (15c each; $1.25 a 
dozen; $4 for fifty; $6 per hundred) from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St, 
Philadelphia 5. 


But the text is printed single column 
and its paragraph arrangement resembles 
the American Revised Version. Poeti- 
cal passages or passages regarded as such 
are arranged in metrical form. Topical 
headings are inserted in the text. The 
footnotes rarely occupy more than a quar- 


. ter of the page, usually very much less, 


There are rather lengthy introductions to 
the Old Testament and to the New Tes- 
tament, and much briefer introductions 
(two to four pages) to the individual 
books. But these “helps” form a rela- 
tively small part of the book. There 
is a concordance of about 100 pages, 
which includes a chronological table, 
lists of miracles, parables, and so on. 
The maps appear to be identical with 
those used in the “Westminster Diction- 
ary of the Bible.” 

The claim of the publishers, as stated 
on the “jacket,” is that this is “the most 
complete Bible of its kind ever pub- 
lished.” We do not think this claim is 
justified. It is further affirmed that “the 
‘Study Edition’ makes clear to its readers 
how the Bible came to be, and what 
the Christian Church believes about it.” 


It would be more candid as well as more 
 % 
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correct to say that it “makes clear to 
its readers how the higher critic thinks 
the Bible came to be and what the 
higher critic in the Christian Church 
believes about it.” For while the text of 
the Bible which is used is that of the 
familiar Authorized Version, the “helps” 
supplied by the editors represent the 
oft-asserted but still unproved “conclu- 
sions” of the higher critics. These often 
flatly contradict the express statements 
of the Biblical text; and, in the measure 
that they do this, they fail to represent 
what the Christian Church has believed 
in the past and what it believes today, 
despite the confident assertions of the 
critics to the contrary. The “jacket” 
goes on to say: “More than that, its 
every page is expressive of the convic- 
tion that the Bible —rightly understood 
—can speak to modern man the very 
word of God that he needs.” This con- 
viction is highly commendable. All 
evangelical Christians believe that the 
Bible and the Bible alone can speak to 
modern man, as it has spoken to the 
generations that have preceded him, the 
very word of God that he needs, The 
significant words are these, “rightly un- 
derstood.” What do they mean? 


The answer to this question is not far 
to seek. According to the editors of the 
“Study Edition,” “rightly understood” 
means that the higher critical interpre- 
tation of the Bible is to be substituted 
for the Biblical interpretation. Broadly 
speaking, there is nothing that is really 
new in this volume. It is simply the 
most recent of many attempts to popu- 
larize the “conclusions” of the critics. 
The technique is quite familiar to all 
who have any acquaintance with the 
literature of Criticism. This makes it 
inevitable that the footnotes (and, of 
course, the introductions) will at times 
flatly contradict the statements of the 
Bible itself. So the reader must con- 
stantly face the decision whether to be- 
lieve what the Bible says or what the 
editors so eonfidently assert that it 
should be “understood” to mean. A few 
examples will illustrate this. 


THE Mosaic CENSUSES 

The amazing increase of Israel in 
Egypt, which was foretold to Jacob 
(Gen, 46:3) and the fulfillment of which 
(Exod. 1:7) occasioned the oppression 
which Israel suffered under Pharaoh, has 
constituted a serious difficulty to many 
students of the Bible and of ancient his- 
tory. They see all sorts of difficulties, 
notably the maintenance problem, in the 
bringing of a host of some two million 
souls out of Egypt, through the wilder- 
ness, into Canaan. If they take the state- 
ments of the Pentateuch seriously, they 
find that supernatural guidance and 
supernatural maintenance were pro- 
vided. If they reject these statements, 
they will of course find the figures im- 
possible and absurd. Yet to reject the 


(Continued on page 916) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. OCT. 31. WISDOM LITERATURE IN THE BIBLE (Temperance Lesson) 


Proverbs 1:8; 3:3a,; 4:1; 6:27, 28; 8:1-11; 10:1-9, 15:1; 18:9; 92:1a; 25:13ab, 28; Ecclesiastes 1 to 3; 
James 3:13-18; printed text, Proverbs 10:1-9; Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 
Golden Text.—He that walketh uprightly walketh surely.—Prov. 10:9 


Kinc James VERSION 

Prov. 10:1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad 
father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 

2 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness 
delivereth from death. 

3 The Lorp will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: 
but he casteth away the substance of the wicked. 

4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich. 

5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that 
sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth 
the mouth of the wicked. 

7 The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked 
shall rot. 


8 The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating 
foo] shall fall. 

9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that per- 
verteth his ways shall be known. 


Eccles. 2:1 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee 
with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is 
vanity. 

21 said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it? 

3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquaint- 
ing mine heart ‘with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might 
see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should 
do under the heaven all the days of their life. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E Book of Proverbs consists of a 
series of brief aphorisms or wise 
sayings calculated to guide one’s 
path through a world where sin abounds 
on every hand. It has been well called 
“The Young Man’s Book,” for it is ad- 
dressed particularly to such, and if its 
precepts are heeded it will save from 
many a sorrow. It contains practical 
instruction of a high moral and spiritual 
character, for in it we see the Wisdom 
that created the universe deigning to 
mark out a safe road for youthful feet 
to travel and to give abundant warning 
concerning bypaths that lead to iniquity 
and ruin. 


Ecclesiastes is of a different character, 
In it we see the wisest man that ever 
lived trying in vain to find the supreme 
good for mankind by searching “under 
the sun.” After trying everything that 
earth has to offer, he is obliged to con- 
fess at last that all is vanity and vexa- 
tion of spirit—or, as it might well be 
rendered, all is emptiness and a pursuit 
of the wind. In the closing part of the 
book the royal author shows that true 
peace and happiness can be found only 
in obedience to God, who is going to 
bring every work into judgment, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil. 

A comparison of these books with 
somewhat similar uninspired works, such 
as “Ecclesiasticus” in the Apocrypha, 
and the works of Epictetus, the Stoic, 
and the Roman Emperor Marcus Aure- 
lius, should make manifest to any 
thoughtful person the great superiority 
of the Wisdom literature of the Bible. 
One very striking fact is that in these 
inspired books we have no fables, myths, 
or errors of any kind. Every illustra- 
tion used is in accord with the most ap- 
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proved scientific thought of our day and 
manifests a knowledge of nature and its 
laws far in advance of any who wrote 
without divine illumination in the dis- 
tant past. _ 


The Historical Setting 


King Solomon spoke three thousand 
proverbs (1 Kings 4:32). Of these he 
selected by divine inspiration and set in 
order those which we find in the Book 
of Proverbs, that they might guide 
others, particularly the young, in the 
right way (Eccles, 12:9-12). Others were 
added to these in the days of King Heze- 
kiah (Prov. 25:1). 

That Solomon also wrote Ecclesiastes 
is evident from chapter 1:1. He is the 
only son of David who was king in Jeru- 
salem. Just when he wrote it we cannot 
say, but we would gather from chapter 
12:9-12 that it followed closely upon his 
compilation of the Book of Proverbs, 
He reigned from 1015 to 975 B.C., accord. 
ing to Ussher’s chronology. 


Verse by Verse 


Prov. 10:1—“The proverbs of Solo- 
mon.” This is the beginning of the sec- 
ond section of the book. In the first nine 
chapters we have wisdom and folly con- 
trasted. In this second section, which 
ends with chapter 24, we have a great 
many proverbial sayings, all »f which 
are well worth our most careful consid- 
eration. Here a wise son is contrasted 
with a foolish one and the effect noted 
on father and mother. 

Verse 2.—“Treasures of wickedness 
profit nothing.” To the covetous man 
it may seem as though he is gaining 
much as he heaps up wealth, but only 
to find out eventually that he has really 
lost everything that is worth while; 
whereas he who walks in the path of 
righteousness is delivered from death, 
This, of course, has to do with the prom. 
ise given in the Law that the man who 
obeys the commandments will live, 
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Verse 3—“The Lord will not suffer 
the soul of the righteous to famish.” 
One who walks with God may at times 
be called upon to endure suffering and 
sorrow, but his soul will ever be nour- 
ished and sustained by the Lord. 


Verse 4—“The hand of the diligent 
maketh rich.” Slothfulness and care- 
lessness will soon dissipate even the 
largest portions, but those who are care- 
ful and diligent in regard to little things 
will be rewarded in the end. 


Verse 5.—“He that gathereth in sum- 
mer is a wise son.” Note the contrast 
with him who sleepeth in harvest; that 
is, the one who takes advantage of the 
opportunities God gives and uses them 
aright, manifests true wisdom; while the 
sluggard who fails to take advantage of 
his privileges “is a son that causeth 
shame.” 

Verse 6.—“Blessings are upon the head 
of the just.” Even godless men recog- 
nize the value of uprightness in others, 
as in the case of Daniel and his enemies, 
whereas the prating of the wicked tends 
to violence, 


Verse 7.—“The memory of the just is 
blessed: but the name of the wicked 
shall rot.” Again we have a vivid con- 
trast. After the just man has been 
called from this scene, his memory 
abides in blessing; whereas the name of 
the godless will soon be forgotten, 

Verse 8.—“The wise in heart will re- 
ceive commandments.” It is only a 
“prating fool” who thinks he does not 
require instruction. Wise men are ever 
ready to learn from others and so be- 
come wiser, 


Verse 9.—“He that walketh uprightly 
walketh surely.” The upright man pon- 
ders the path of his feet and is guided 
by the instruction God has given in His 
Word; hence he walks in safety: whereas 
those who are indifferent to the truth 
of God prefer their own ways and are 
soon manifest a$ headstrong and willful. 
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Eccles. 2:1.—“I said in mine heart.” 
This is one of the key expressions of 
the Book of Ecclesiastes, which is a 
divinely inspired record of a man’s 
search after happiness apart from sub- 
jection to the Word of God, only to 
prove at last that all is vanity. 


Verse 2.—“I said of laughter, it is mad: 
and of mirth, What doeth it?” Having 
sought happiness in pleasure and folly, 
Solomon had to acknowledge the impos- 
sibility of finding any real satisfaction 
in that which is merely amusing or di- 
verting. 

Verse 3.—“I sought in mine heart to 
give myself unto wine.” Testing the 
pleasures of the wine cup without allow- 
ing himself to become inebriated, he 
sought in vain for lasting .satisfaction 
there. He was still looking for that 
which was good “under the heaven,” 
whereas all real blessing for men must 
come down from above, which is the 
great lesson of this remarkable little 
book. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It has pleased God to give us in His 
Word very careful and implicit instruc- 
tion regarding the behavior that will re- 
sult in happiness here and blessing here- 
after. In the Proverbs we have this set 
forth by precepts and admonitions. In 
Ecclesiastes we are given to consider 
the mistakes and blunders that the 
author made in seeking for happiness 
under the sun. He relates his own sad 
experiences in order that we may be 
warned against making the same blun- 
ders that he did. As we consider care- 
fully the teachings of these two books 
and seek to order our lives in accord- 
ance with the lessons they bring before 
us, we may be assured we shall be kept 
from many snares and dangers and led 
on in the paths of righteousness. Of 
course, we need to remember that in 
these books God is not showing sinners 
how to be saved, but He is showing His 
own children how they should live to 
His glory in this scene, 


Lesson Outline 


1. Wise admonitions (Prov. 10:1-9) 
2. The mistake of seeking happiness un- 
der the sun (Eccles, 2:1-3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Sluggard and the Worker. Again 
and again these two are contrasted in 
this Book of Proverbs. Solomon himself 
was a builder and a _ horticulturalist 
(Eccles, 2:4-6). Of all the kings who 
reigned over Israel and Judah he was 
the greatest in the attention that he gave 
to public and private improvements. 
Therefore, he had every opportunity to 
notice the difference between men of 
activity and constructiveness, and those 
who idled their time away in things that 
did not profit and left them disappointed 
and disillusioned at last. Men may fancy 
a life of ease would be preferable to 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. October 24.—History in the Old Tes- 
tament 1 Kings 4:21 to 11:13 
, Next Week’s Lesson 
6. November 7.—The Problem of Suf- 


fering . Job 








one of honorable employment, but ex- 
perience teaches the contrary. In the 
New Testament we read, “If any [man] 
would not work, neither should he eat” 
(2 Thess, 3:10). 

Dangers of Idleness. He who is not 
regularly employed is exposed to many 
temptations that hard-working toilers 
are exempt from. Paul suggests one 
that all need to guard against. He tells 


‘us that those who do not work are in 


danger of becoming busybodies who by 
their unguarded tongues create havoc 
among their fellow Christians (2 Thess. 
3:11, 12). Then, too, it is a well-known 
fact that idle men and women readily 
fall into intemperance and fleshly sins 
because their minds are not occupied 
with things that are more profitable. We 
say that nature abhors a vacuum, and 
when body and mind are not employed 
with things that are worth while they 
naturally turn to what is degrading and 
detrimental. 


What are the most worth-while ob- 
jectives in life? This is the question that 
is raised and answered in the oft-mis- 
understood Book of Ecclesiastes, a book 
that is considered by some to be very 
pessimistic. But this is a mistaken idea. 
This book begins in gloom, but ends in 
brightness. It shows the folly of all self- 
seeking and the great importance of giv- 
ing God the supreme place in the heart 
and seeking to live so as to have the 
divine approval. 

Summaries and Applications 


Some seek to excuse their slackness 
in regard to daily employment on the 
ground of trusting God to supply their 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
N WHAT sense is Solomon called the 
author of the. Book of Proverbs? 


2. Is the whole Book written in the 
form of proverb? ° 


3. What is the general form of proverb 
used in this Book? 


4. How could the Book be generally dee 
scribed, as to its subject? 


5. In this respect, what would be its come 
panion book of the New Testament? 

6. What virtues are encouraged in the ase 
Signed portion? 

7. What is the general argument in favor 
of virtue and against vice in this Book? 


8. What is the chief argument of the Book 
of Ecclesiastes? 


9. woes the Book have any spiritual mese- 
Sage? 

10 What attitude does the Preacher reveal 
toward the various pursuits described? 


(Answers on page 912) 
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needs, but improvidence is not faith. It 
is mere presumption, 

No man has the right to count on God 
to provide for him in temporal things 
who is not himself characterized by 
energy and alertness. 

Poverty and distress follow slothful- 
ness, even as endless woes must at last 
overtake the one who sleeps on spirit- 
ually in this day of grace, giving no heed 
to the voice of God calling him to re- 
pentance. 

It is just as foolish and sinful to waste 
one’s time as to waste one’s goods. Both 
courses lead to poverty and disappoint- 
ment, as seen in the prodigal of Luke 15, 

CHICAGO. 

vg 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, who in Thy Word hast taught us 
in so many different ways, we thank 
Thee for psalm and proverb, history and 
prophecy, Gospel and epistle, and ask 
help to profit from them all. As we 
study the gems of ancient wisdom before 
us today, show us how they apply to us, 
and aid us in bringing our lives to con- 
form with their teaching. From Thy 
Word give us sound convictions, and 
then give strength and firmness in ad- 
hering to them. Where we have fallen 
away, forgive us and bring us back to 
loving loyalty to Thee in all things. 
Bring men in all places to look to Thee 
for wisdom, and may cold hearts be in- 
flamed with love to Thee and to Thy 
Son, our Saviour. Send out Thy mes- 
sengers with the Word of life to all who 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. Bless after their need all afflicted 
ones, and let the sin and sorrow of the 
present give way to the righteousness, 
peace, and joy of the Kingdom of our 
Lord, for His sake and to His glory. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I have been reading 
an interesting story of the brilliant 
career of an advertising genius. His 
unique and clever innovations made fas- 
cinating reading, and there was some- 
thing winsome and attractive about his 
personality. But one thing was disap- 


ILL: Paip™ 


pointing and saddening to me. He did 
not hesitate to hire out to the brewers 
and use his extraordinary powers to ad- 
vertise and popularize this or that brand 
of alcoholic drink. Who knows what 
the subtle suggestiveness of his striking 
publicity may have done in starting 
people to drink who later became 
chronic alcoholics? 

But it takes strong conviction and 
real backbone to turn down the money 
the brewer will pay to make new 
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drinkers and to increase his sales. Un- 
less a man orders his life by God’s Word, 
he is not likely to refuse such tempting 
offers. As a start to building such con- 
viction and backbone, we could well 
ponder the words in our lesson, “Treas- 
ures of wickedness profit nothing.” It 
takes faith to receive that. But it is 
true in the long run that treasures of 
wickedness profit nothing, however prof- 
itable they seem for the present. It is 
what our money does for Christ and for 
souls that makes it profitable in the long 
run. But money made through liquor 
is money that in the making has done 
grave damage to many lives. How can 
such money serve Christ? Settle it once 
and for all that you will never profit 
by liquor, whatever loss it may mean 
for the moment, 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The proverbs of Solomon, A wise 
son maketh a glad father” (Prov, 10:1). 
—As a young man and a young Chris- 
tian, I adopted the habit of perusing a 
chapter in Proverbs (which, by the way, 
has been called “The Young Man’s 
Book”) each day of the month in addi- 
tion to my daily consecutive reading of 
the Scriptures, and I can testify that it 
kept me “from the paths of the de- 
stroyer.” 


It is proper that Proverbs is included 
in the Wisdom Literature in the Bible, 
for it reveals a wisdom that is from 
above which is “first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and easy to be intreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy.” My 
favorite chapter, at that time, was the 
twenty-third, simply because that was 
the day of the month on which I was 
born. Needless to say, I prize it now 
for its own sake—for the truth it re- 
veals. 


It is to be regretted that Solomon’s 
son, Rehoboam, was not a wise son, 
Twice we are told that he “forsook the 
counsel of the old men” (1 Kings 12: 
8-13). By so doing, the kingdom was 
divided and he lost five-sixths of the 
tribes ! 


The Son of God was a perfectly wise 
Son and made the Father’s heart glad 
—in fact, the Father found all His de- 
light in Him (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). It is 
this Son whom the Father presents to 
us, bidding us find all our delight in 
Him. 


“Treasures of wickedness profit noth- 
ing: but righteousness delivereth from 
death” (Prov. 10:2).—I think of the mil- 
lions and millions of dollars worth of 
treasures which Hitler confiscated from 
weaker nations, and which he hid in 
various places in Germany — even in. salt 
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mines—but all without profit to hime 
self, 

Think, too, of the hoard of treasures 
taken by wicked gangsters—who are 
now filling criminals’ graves. And “what 
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 


“The Lord will not suffer the soul of 
the righteous to famish” (Prov. 10:3).— 
He certainly did not allow Noah to 
starve even while shut in the Ark for 
a year and ten days (Gen, 6:21). He 
didn’t allow Jacob and his large family 
to starve while a seven-year famine 
raged (Gen, 45:5-11). He did not suffer 
the Israelites to famish during their 
forty years in thé wilderness (Josh. 5: 
12). The Lord Jesus Christ, the right- 
eous One, knew what it was to hunger 
(Matt. 4:2) but not to starve. That hon- 
ored servant of the Lord, the Apostle 
Paul, knew what hunger was (2 Cor. 
11:27); for the Lord does suffer the 
righteous to hunger at times, for our 
humbiing and testing; but he did not 
famish. George Mueller, that man of 
unshaken faith in the Lord, testified 
that even with hundreds of orphans un- 
der his care, there was no famishing — 
simply a bit of delay once or twice, in 
the delivery of the food. 
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“He becometh poor that dealeth with 
a slack hand: but the hand of the dili- 
gent maketh rich” (Prov. 10:4).—There 
is such a thing as obtaining money 
through inheritance, marriage, and theft, 
but ordinarily, it. is earned by diligent 
labor. In this verse we have the dili- 
gent and the slack hand contrasted. The 
hand stands for labor. Other things 
being equal, the person who diligently 
applies himself to labor succeeds, while 
the person who goes at it deceitfully, 
lazily, and indifferently, fails. 

One writer, Arnold Bennett, says: 
“The proverb that time is money under- 
states the ~ase. Time is the inexplicable 
raw material of everything. Without it 
nothing is possible. The supply of time 
is truly a daily miracle. You wake up 
in the morning, and lo! your purse is 
magically filled with twenty-four hours 
of unmanufactured tissue of your life. 
It is yours. The most precious of pos- 
sessions showered upon you in a man- 
ner as singular as the commodity itself !” 
Do we use or abuse it? 
or squander it? Do we make it count 
for eternity as well as for the present? 

“He that gathereth in summer... 
he that sleepeth in harvest” (Prov. 10: 
5) .—What a striking. contrast! Summer 
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Lesson for October 31 


is the time of opportunity, of service, of 
ingathering. Summer is the time to be 
on the alert. The person who buys up 
the opportunities is manifesting true 
wisdom, while the one who spends it in 
sluggish sleep is manifesting stupidity. 
Looking at it spiritually, the fields are 
“white unto harvest.” The present mo- 
ment is the one in which to seek to 
gather in the lost, whether among the 
young or old—whether at home or 
abroad. This is no time to be losing 
eternal fruit through _ slothfulness. 
“Rouse ye, O sleepers; ye are needed as 
reapers !” 

The unsaved should bestir themselves 
to seize the present opportunity of be- 
ing saved through faith in Christ, before 
it is too late and they with shame la- 
ment: “The harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not saved” 
(Jer. 8:20). 


“I sought in mine heart to give myself 
unto wine” (Eccles. 2:3).—Two men at- 
tempted to induce a young boy on a boat 
to start drinking liquor. At the first 
invitation the boy quoted, “Wine is a 
mocker, strong drink is raging: and who- 
soever is deceived thereby is not wise.” 
When the men continued urging and in- 
sisted that a little would do him no harm, 
the boy replied, “At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an ad- 
der.” 


Oh, come and have just a little,” per- 
sisted the crafty men. But the boy re- 
plied, “My Bible says, ‘If sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not.’” That was a 
stunning blow to the tempters, and they 
went away defeated. That youth knew 
his Proverbs on temperance, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a boy came to me this 
morning in trouble. He announced 

he was “in the dumps.” They have been 
singing a little chorus: 

Down in the dumps I'll never go; 

That’s where the Devil keeps me low; 

So I'll sing with all my might, 

And I'll keep my armor bright; 

But — down in the dumps I’ll never go! 

However, he allowed himself to slip 
into “the dumps,” and I saw at once he 
was feeling awfully bad. I was glad he 
came to me, for I had on the shelf a 
sovereign remedy for just the sort of 
dumps he was ailing with. This boy 
was unhappy at home. He was out with 
his Dad, he was out with Mother, and 
he was out with his older brother, and 
all that had resulted in his getting sadly 
out with himself. That’s what the dumps 
are: getting out with yourself. As long 
as a fellow has a clear conscience, he 
is not apt to get into the dumps. God’s 
Word says, “Happy is he that condemn- 
eth not himself in that thing which he 
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alloweth” (Rom, 14:22). If he is happy 
he can’t be in the dumps. 


I had just been reading over today’s 
lesson in the tenth chapter of Proverbs, 
and there was the very first verse say- 
ing: “A wise son maketh a glad father: 
but a foolish son is the heaviness of 
his mother.” So here are the two labels 
for a son: one is “Wise” and the other 
is “Foolish.” If these tags were being 
&ttached this morning, which one would 
go on you? Is your Dad a “glad father” 
because of what you are doing? Is your 
mother in “heaviness” because of some 
folly you are persisting in? How’s your 
conscience? Is it putting you in the 
dumps? 

In the preceding chapter you find the 
remedy for the dumps. “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and 
the knowledge of the holy is understand- 
ing” (Prov. 9:10), and (v. 12), “If thou 
be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: 
but if thou scornest, thou alone shall 
bear it.” Oh, young fellow, you need 
never get into the dumps about home 
affairs if you are willing to apply your 
heart unto God’s wisdom (look at Psa. 
90:12; Prov. 2:2; 23:12). Dad may seem to 
be hard on you at times, but he means 
it for your good; don’t keep thinking 
Dad is unreasonable, but turn your 
thoughts inward upon yourself and make 
an examination there to see if you are 
acting as you should. Straighten yp 
inside yourself and see if matters do not 
smooth out. If still you think your Dad 
is hard on you, seek the wisdom of God; 
that means pray. Ask the Lord what 
you should do about it and you won’t 
go wrong —just try that. 


Let me tell you an unusual thing that " 


happened to me. I got into an argu- 
ment one night witht one of my boys. 
It lasted at least two hours. Each of us 
was. definitely convinced he was right. 
The argument became quite heated. 
Then suddenly the boy said to me: 
“Dad, we are not getting anywhere; 
we're just getting farther apart; let’s 
pray!” We got on our knees right there 
and asked God to help us “see eye to 
eye,” and not be uncomfortably dis- 
agreed as we were about to be. When 
we arose from that prayer we embraced 
each other; and from that moment there 
has never been the slightest disagree- 
ment between us. Do you see what hap- 
pened? The wisdom of God was sought, 
and He came in there and straightened 
the whole thing out. And listen, it was 
the boy who proposed to seek that wis- 
dom. ’ 

No, fellows, there is no need to get 
into the dumps at home, 

Fontana Dam, N. C, 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 

Worps oF ANCIENT WISE MEN 

E HAVE been finding things im 

our lessons this quarter which con- 
vince us that the Bible is the Word of 
God. Today’s lesson is no exception. 
It is about the “Wisdom Literature in 
the Bible.” Now in the writings of an- 
cient, wise men we often find references 
to some of the mistaken notions gen- 
erally accepted at the time in which 
they wrote. We are not surprised at 
this. No matter how intelligent a man 
may be, he is certain to be affected by 
the thoughts of people around him. But 
how does it happen that this was not 
the case with the men who wrote the 
Bible? How long was it from the time 
Moses wrote Genesis till John wrote 
Revelation? During a period of fifteen 
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hundred years many theories are be- 
lieved and then are found false, 

For instance, there have been differ- 
ent theories as to what upholds the earth, 
One school of thought taught that it 
was supported by four tremendous tur- 
tles. Another said that it was balanced 
on the shoulders of a huge giant named 
Atlas. What “hang-over” do we still 
have from that idea? (A book of world 
maps is called an “Atlas” to this day.) 
Turn to Job 26:7. When you studied 
geography, what did you learn that the 
earth hangs on? (On its axis, which is 
an imaginary pole running through the 
center of the earth.) What is an imag- 
inary pole? (Nothing.) How did Job 
know this more than three thousand, 
five hundred years ago? (The God who 
hung our earth in space revealed it to 
him.) As we read our Bibles we find 
that not a single mistaken theory crept 
in. Instead we find a wealth of wisdom 
which is nowhere else in the world. 
Why is this? (God is the real author 
of the Bible.) 

Now we will have a dialogue between 
two girls. 

Joyce—“Where shall wisdom be found? 
and where is the place of understand- 
ing?” (Job 28:12.) 

Gladys—‘Man knoweth not the price 
thereof; neither is it found in the land 
of the living’ (Job 28:13). 

Joyce—“Whence then cometh wisdom? 
and where is the place of understand- 
ing?” (Job 28:20.) 

Gladys—“The Lord giveth wisdom: out 
of his mouth cometh knowledge and un- 
derstanding” (Prov. 2:6). 

See how the verses read by these two 
girls bring us back once more to the 
fact that the Bible is “from the mouth 
of the Lord.” 

Today we are going to read several 
verses written by the wisest man who 
ever lived. Who was he? Last week 
we found out where he got his wisdom, 
Who can tell us about it? 

Turn to Proverbs 10:1-9. Here are 
nine great contrasts. As we read each 
verse let us put the contrast on the board. 

1. A wise son causing gladness versus 
A foolish son causing sadness, 

2. Stolen goods of no profit versus 
Righteous dealing of great value. 

3. Provision for the righteous versus 
Loss for the wicked. 

4. Negligence causing poverty versus 
Diligence bringing wealth, 

5. Industry, evidence of wisdom versus 
Laziness causing shame, 

6. The just blessed versus The wicked 
troubled. 

7. The memory of the just blessed 
versus That of the wicked rotten. 

8. The wise is heart obedient versus 
The failing fool. 

9. Uprightness bringing security versus 
Deceit bringing exposure. 

Righteousness always brings a happy 
result, whereas wickedness always 
causes trouble. Where did Solomon 
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learn this wisdom? From the God who 
has forever united righteousness with 
life, and sin with death. 

In the Book of Ecclesiastes Solomon 
gives us the benefit of his experiences 
when searching after happiness. God led 
him to do this that we might learn the 
secret from Solomon’s experience with- 
out having to waste our lives finding 
out for ourselves. Solomon was trying 
to find heart-satisfaction “under the sun,”* 
That phrase occurs twenty-eight times 
in the Book of Ecclesiastes, and indicates 
that he was trying to find happiness in 
the things of earth. 

What is the first thing he investigated? 
(Eccles. 1:3, 8, 14.) Did he find satis- 
faction in labor and achievement? 

In Ecclesiastes 2:1, 2, where was he 
seeking for happiness? Did he find it 
in pleasure and mirth? 

Next Solomon tried making himself 
a beautiful palace with magnificent gar- 
dens, and accumulating great riches. Did 
that make him happy? (Eccles. 2:11.) 

What did he turn to in verse 12? Re- 
member that this was just wisdom “un- 
der the sun,” that is, earthly wisdom. 
Did that satisfy him? (vs. 15, 16.) 

Remember that Solomon was the rich- 
est man that ever lived, as well as the 
wisest. He had a better opportunity to 
enjoy the things of this world than any- 
one else ever had. But his conclusion, 
stated over and over again, is, “Vanity 
of vanities, ... all is vanity.” He found 
no satisfaction in the things of earth, 
and neither will we. Complete heart- 
satisfaction ig found only in the Lord 
Jesus, 

We are going to read a few more of 
the proverbs of Solomon, but before we 
leave Ecclesiastes notice chapter 1, verse 
7. When Solomon lfved, nearly a thou- 
sand years before Christ came to earth, 
science had not yet discovered the*rela- 
tion between evaporation of water into 
the clouds and the rainfall watering the 
earth again. But here the whole cir- 
cuit of the waters igs told in a nutshell. 
How did Solomon find this out? (From 
the God who arranged it all.) 

Now turn to Proverbs 6:27, 28. Did 
you know that heathen peoples use trial 
by ordeal? Mary Slessor found the Af- 
ricans using this method. They would 
pour boiling oil over a boy’s hands to 
find out whether he were guilty or not. 
If he was not guilty the fire’ was not 
supposed to hurt him. Mary Slessor 
says, “Needless to say, there were very 
few acquittals.” In other words, every- 
one who was tried was found guilty, be- 
cause a man cafinot touch fire and not 
be burned. Miss Slessor taught them 
that from God’s Word. Aren’t you glad 
she went to Africa? 

Now let us use these same verses as 
a warning to those in our country. 
Americans know better than to resort to 
the cruel and unfair method of trial by 
ordeal. But many of them play with 
fire and think that they will not be 
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burned. What do I mean by that? Hun- 
dreds of individuals havé been “burned” 
by such things as drinking, dancing, and 
gambling. Their lives have been ruined. 
Yet many young people in our land to- 
day “play” with these things and say, 
“It won’t hurt me.” The wisest man 
who ever lived would not agree with 
them, P 

How does a girl get “burned” by one 
of these things? For one thing she loses 
her good name. Is that a serious loss? 
(See Prov. 22:1.) It is better to lose 
all your money than to lose your repu- 
tation. I know girls over whom tobacco 
has complete mastery. What did Solo- 
mon say about the person who cannot 
control his spirit? (Prov. 25:28.) Who 
would want to be like a “broken down” 
city with no protection at all? Anyone 
playing with liquoi“or tobacco is likely 
to find herself in that very condition — 
her gcod name lost forever, and she her- 
self a slave to a bad habit. Contrast 
that condition with our Golden Text, 
“He that walketh uprightly walketh 
surely [securely or safely]” (Prov. 10:9). 

Every Christian should walk up- 
rightly, laying’ “aside every weight, arid 
the sin which doth so easily beset us,” 
and running “with patience the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus” 
(Heb, 12:1, 2). If we do this, we will 
find help and blessing in the “Wisdom 
Literature in the Bible,” and we will 
increasingly enjoy fellowship with 
Christ, who is “the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God” (1 Cor, 1:24). 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The IHustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a cone $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of 

fresent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

A Walking Temperance Lesson.—He 
that walketh uprightly walketh surely 
(Prov. 10:9, Golden Text). <A bishop, 
while laboring in the capital of the Ar- 
gentine, was: suddenly stricken with ap- 
pendicitis. One of the best surgeons in 
the southern h-misphere was called. 
After a careful diagnosis, he said: “Your 
only hope is a surgical operation; but 
a man of your age ordinarily has only 
one chance in a hundred for recovery. 
Have you ever used alcoholic liquors? 
Have you ever used tobacco in any 
form?” The bishop replied that he had 
never used either. The operation was 
a success. The blood of the patient was 
so pure that the wound healed like the 
flesh of a child. Later the surgeon said 
to the bishop, “You are a walking tem- 
perance lesson.”—From the King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 
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‘Lesson for October 31 


Better Than Great Riches—A wise 
son maketh a glad father (Prov. 10:1). 


Your NAME 


You got it from your father; 
"Twas the best he had to give; 

And right gladly he bestowed it— 
It is yours the while you live. 


You may lose the watch he gave you, 
And another you may claim, 

But remember, when you're tempted, 
To be careful of his name. 


It was fair the day you got it, 
And a worthy name to wear. 
When he took it from his father 
There was no dishonor there. 


Through the years he gladly wore it, 
To his father he was true; 

That name was clear and spotless 
When he passed it on to you. 


It is yours to wear forever, 
Yours to wear the while you live; 
Yours perhaps some distant morning, 
To another boy to give. ' 


And you'll smile as did your father, 
Smile above that baby there, 

If a clean name and a good name, 
You are giving him to wear. 
—From the United Presbyterian. 

by Wilson Graham, Seattle. 


“Let Us .. . Come Boldly.”—The Lord 
will not suffer the soul of the righteous 
to famish (Prov. 10:3). Our relationship 
to God is supremely important both for 
this life and the next. We may become 
children of God; and as we live with 
Him, we may become intimately familiar 
with Him. We are reminded of a true 
incident that we learned of years ago. 
An aged Scotsman walked with a 
nephew to a Christian convention. As 
they were about to pass a grassy plot 
inside a hedge, the uncle said, “Let us 
turn inside the hedge and pray.” He 
prayed: “Lord, you know that I am 
hard of hearing, and I’ll need a front 
seat. You know, Lord, I will need a 
place of entertainment. Oh, Lord, my 
shoes do not honor a child of Thine.” 
As they arose from their knees, the 
nephew said, “It seems to me, Uncle, 
that you are too familiar with the Al- 
mighty.”. Uncle replied, “I havetknown 
my Father a long, long time; and He 
knows me well indeed.” Arriving 4t 
the convention, he stood with his hand 
cupped about his ear. An usher saw 
him, and took him to a front seat. There 
he was seated beside a lovely Christian 
woman. When the noon benediction was 
pronounced, she turned to him and said, 
“Uncle, you will go to my home for 
entertainment.” On the way they stop- 
ped at a shoe store, and he was pre- 
sented with a pair of shoes. Needless 
to say, that nephew learned that it is 
possible to live on familiar terms with 
the Almighty—From the Alliance 
Weekly. Sent by Wilson Graham, Seattle. 


Sent 


Faithful in Little Things—The hand 
of the diligent maketh rich (Prov. 10: 
10:4). Charles Schwab, the steel mag- 
nate, said: “I know a young fellow in 
New York who has built for himself a 
big business. He used to be a poorly 
paid clerk in a department store. One 
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rainy day the clerks gathered in a bunch 
to discuss baseball. A woman came into 
the store wet and disheveled. The base- 
ball fans did not disband, but this young 
fellow stepped out of the circle, and, 
walking over to the woman, said courte- 
ously: ‘What can I show you, madam?’ 
Securing the article he smilingly and 
intelligently explained its merits to her. 
When the woman left she asked for his 
card. Later, the firm received a letter 
ordering complete furnishings for an es- 
tate in Scotland. ‘I want one of your 
men, Mr. —, to supervise the furnishing 
personally.’ She named the clerk who 
had been courteous. ‘But, madam,’ 
wrote the head of the firm, ‘this man 
is one of our most inexperienced clerks, 
Hadn’t we better send Mr.—?’ ‘I want 
this man and no other.’ So he was sent 
to direct the furnishing of a Scottish 
castle. His customer that rainy day was 
Mrs. Andrew Carnegie.”—From “1000 
New Illustrations,” by the Rev. Aquila 
Webb. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Soon It Will Be Too Late.—He that 
gathereth in summer is a wise son; but 
he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that 
causeth shame (Prov. 10:5). A dear old 
lady from the country went for the first 
time on a railway journey of about fifty 
miles through an interesting and beau- 
tiful region. She had looked forward to 
this trip with great pleasure. She was* 
to see so much, and enjoy it all so 
greatly. But it took her so long to get 
her basket and parcels adjusted, her 
seat comfortably arranged, the shades 
right, that she was only just settling 
down to enjoy her trip when the con- 
ductor called out the name of her sta- 
tion, and she had to get up and hustle 
out. “Oh, my!” she said, “if I’d only 
known that we would have been here 
so soon, I wouldn’t have wasted my 
time fussing.” Dear friend, the wheels 
of time are flying; the last station is 
at hand; these things are so trifling. Get 
your mind on the main business of life. 
Live as you would wish to have lived 
when the porter calls out the last sta- 
tion, and don’t waste any more time 
“fussing."—From A. B, Simpson, in the 
Alliance Weekly. Sent by Wilson Gra- 
ham, Seattle. Prize illustration. 


The Pricé of Too Much Talk.—A prat- 
ing fool shall fall (Prov. 10:8). Gener- 
alissimo Chiang Kai-shek told an amus- 
ing story of an old Chinese sage wha 
used to conduct classes in public speak- 
ing many centuries ago. A young: man 
who was a sort of chatterbox came to 
the sage, sent by his parents to learn 
oratory. In their first interview the 
young man talked so much that the old 
teacher became annoyed. So when the 
time came to discuss terms of tuition, 
he asked double the usual price. “Why 
charge me double?” asked the young 
man indignantly. The sage smile@ 
blandly.- “Because,” he said, “I shall 
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have to teach you two completely dif- 
ferent things: the one, to hold your 
tongue; the second, how to speak when 
occasion arrives.’—From Young People’s 
Weekly. Sent by Mrs. William M, May, 
Danville, Ky. 


Treacherous Slopes.—I sought .. . to 
give myself unto wine, yet acquainting 
mine heart with wisdom (Eccles. 2:3). 
It is significant that most of the acci- 
dents in the Swiss mountains during the 
past generation or two have been due 
to inexperienced mountaineers’ stepping 
on what appeared to be a grassy slope. 
These novices did not attempt to step 
on the ice, for they saw and understood 
how dangerous it was; but because the 
grass was green they imagined that it 
was safe, when as a matter of fact it 
was as treacherous as the ice itself. We 
are comparatively safe when a thing is 
nakedly evil and advertises itself as 
such, but when some evil is clothed in 
the garb of respectability and decency, 
it lures on the unsuspecting. During re- 
cent years, drihking, in many circles, 
has been so clothed with a conventional 
garb that many people are deceived, We 
are facing a situation which threatens 
our national life in a serious way.—From 
Young People. Sent by«Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Wise Sayings From the Bible 
(Prov. 15:1; 18:9; 22:la; 25:13ab, 28) 
AVE printed on the blackboard or 
on a placard: “Do you want (1) 
good fortune? (2) to be happy? Solo- 
mon, the wise man, will tell you how.” 
Begin class with a review of Solomon. 
What set of books in the Bible tells 
about him? Yes, the Books of history. 
Now let us climb our Bible ladder 
through that set of books. Solomon was 
not only a king to be told about in the 
history Books, but also an author. So 
he has a place in the next set of books, 
the Books of poetry. There are five. 
(Teach their names.) A sixth, Lamenta- 
tions, is put over in the Prophets with 
the other Book Jeremiah wrote. 

(Have. each Book found as it is com- 
mented on.) We will hear about Job 
next time, so we can skip that for now. 
Who wrote most of the Psalms? (Turn 
to the title of Psalm 23, if children do 
not know.) Solomon may have written 
two of them (72, 127). The first vers: 
of Proverbs tells who wrote that Book. 
His best song has been saved for us, 
too, the Song of Solomon. Solomon 
was so wise that people came hundreds 
of miles from all countries to hear him 
speak or ask’ him questions (1 Kings 
10:1, 24). A Book of his speeches, or 
sermons, has been kept for us, too, Ec- 
clesiastes. There are only —— (put in 








912 (12) * 


number) of us here today to listen to 
his wisdom. We did not have to take 
a long, expensive trip to hear him, but 
I hope we will prize and remember his 
words just the same. 


You may not think them poetry. Poetry 
can usually be set to music and sung. 
Did you ever march and sing, “Onward, 
Christian Soldiers’? Left foot, right 
foot, left foot, right foot, and so on. Solo- 
mon’s poetry has a sort of left foot, 
right foot arrangement. If you look 
carefully at the verses we read today, 
you will see, not a word for the left 
foot, but a thought; and then another 
thought to match it for the right foot. 


Refer to questions at beginning of arti- 
cle. Give reference (Prév. 16:20, Mem- 
ory Verse). Can your neighbor trust 
you to mail a letter, or do you forget 
about it? Read the left foot again. 
When the teacher leaves the room do 
you behave properly? Read again. Can 
Mother trust you alone with the younger 
children? “He that handleth...” If 
folks can trust you about different mat- 
ters, you will have good fortune. Now 
that left foot again, without looking. 
Good fortune is the left foot, happiness 
is the right. How does the wise man 
say to be happy? Suppose you can’t 
have your own way about something, 
how can you be happy then? That right 
foot again, Suppose it rains when you 
want good weather. “Whoso.. .” Sup- 
pose you get punished for something you 
didn’t do. “Whoso.,..” Now both left 
foot and right foot—if folks can trust 
you, and if you trust God — (repeat verse 
from memory). 


If people can trust you, they will say 
good things about you. (Draw a large 
left foot.) See the left foot of Proverbs 
22:1. (Write the numbers of the refer- 
ence on the big toe.) The other toes of 
the foot will tell you how to get a good 
name—or lose it (18:9). Show a pic- 
ture from dictionary or encyclopedia of 
a sloth and explain his lazy habits. How 
about you and arithmetic examples, or 
the wood box? (25:13.) How would it 
be if we said, “As an ice cube on a hot 
day, sois.. .”? 


You may get a good name by being a 
quick and faithful worker, and yet sud- 
denly lose it (25:28; 15:1). If there is 
room on the foot, sum up lesson points 
by writing opposite each toe reference 
a suggestive phrase, such as: good name, 
not slothful in work, faithful messenger, 
self-control, soft answer. Now, that left 
foot is all fixed up. I hope you have 
five toes on your left foot this week and 
not just two or three like a sloth! We 
will put toes on the right foot next week. 

ORONO, MAINE, 
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Character is tested by trivialities. How 
we do the little things of life reveals 
character.—Ernest M. Wadsworth, in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HE name on today’s Book is Wisdom, 
There are two wisdom Books, Prov- 
erbs and Ecclesiastes. Most of these 
Books was written by Solomon, King 


of Israel, who was the wisest man that « 


ever lived. Do you know how he got his 
wisdom? By asking God for it. Wis- 
dom is something that you can’t get 
anywhere else but from God. You can 
get an education, you can gather a great 
deal of knowledge, you can become a 
person of great learning, you can even, 
through years of experience, gain much 
understanding, but you can’t get wisdom 
in .schools or colleges or universities. 
And you can’t have wisdom if you are 
not a Christian, for God says, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

The most wonderful thing about wis- 
dom is that God has promised to give 
wisdom to those who ask it of Him. “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liber- 
ally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him.” 

We're talking about wisdom, but do 
you know what it is? The best way to 
tell you is that it is heavenly knowledge, 
it is knowing things that God only can 
tell you. 

In Proverbs, Solomon writes often 
about training children. He gives fathers 
and mothers sound rules for rearing 
children in the best way. For a long 
time our schools said, “Solomon was 
wrong. You mustn’t punish children 
when they are bad. You must let them 
alone and let them do as they please, 
They must express themselves.” And 
today we have a whole generation of 
people who grew up under that teach- 
ing, and they have filled our penitenti- 
aries and reform schools and insane hos- 
pitals. They are still making this 
country a nation of law breakers and 
criminals. The schools have changed 
their teaching, but they can’t do any- 
thing about the thousands of children 
who were not trained or punished for 
wrongdoing. Solomon was right. 

Another bit of Solomon’s wisdom is 
this: “Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth.” That’s vhy 
your Sunday school teacher spends time 
ana study and prayer on lessons for you 
each week, that you may come to know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour 
while you are still little children. Jesus 
said, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not.” That is 
why this column is written, week after 
week, month after month, year after 
year, telling the same story of salvation, 
in every possible way. 

Solomon gave good advice on many 
things. Listen to this: “Let another 
man praise thee, and not thine own 
mouth; a stranger, and not thine own 
lips.” We all dislike the boaster; even 
a child understands this. 
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Solomon gives one of the best descrip- 
tions of a drunken man. Eyes seeing 
strange women and lips saying wicked 
things, as unsteady as if he was lying 
in the sea, or on top of the mast of a 
ship. He says, “Look not thou upon 
the wine. ... At the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” 

Every paper you read tells of drunken 
drivers and the terrible results of their 
wild driving. Almost seven years ago, 
a girl who had taken just a few drinks 
drove through a stop light into the side 
of our car, almost fatally injuring me. 
She swore that the light had turned 
green, and said our green car drove 
right in front of her. Our car was tan 
colored. You see, she could not tell 
colors, for she had been drinking. How 
wise people would be, if they would 
listen to the warning Solomon gave 
many hundreds of years ago! 

I hope every one of you children is 
going to be wise — believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and follow Him, 

FELTON, CALIF, 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 907) 
1. The Book is undoubtedly made up 
largely of the proverbs that Solomon spoke 
(1 Kings 4:32), compiled by royal scribes, 


contemporary or later (Prov. 25:1). See 
also Proverbs 30:1; 31:1. 


2. No. The first nine chapters and the 
appended works of Agur and Lemuel are 
not proverbs. 


3. A distich, “sometimes containing a 
similitude, but more generally consisting of 
a single antithetical moral sentiment.” 


4. It is a Book of practical righteousness. 
5. The Epistle of James. 


6. Wisdom (v. 1); righteousness (vs. 2, 3); 
diligence (vs. 4, 5); justice (vs. 6, 7); docil- 
ity (v. 8); honesty (v. 9). 


7. The practical result of each. 
8. The vanity of all earthly things. 


9. From its demonstration of the futility 
of life on the world-plane it calls to a life 
centered in God (Eccles. 12:1, 13, 14). 


10. A thoroughly objective attitude, as of 
a research scientist. See the assigned por- 
tion. 

ve 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Grace Clifford Howard 

Managing Editor, American Temperance Society 

Author of Noted Verse Passes Away. 
—“John Henry Titus, author of ‘The 
Face on the Barroom Floor,’ who passed 
away in his ninety-fourth year, was a 
professional lecturer, and in 1937 com- 
pleted a nation-wide tour which in- 
cluded five hundred barrooms where he 
studied the drinking habits. He came 
to the conclusion that the United States 
‘soddles’ in drink.”—Ohio State Journal, 
October 27, 1947. 


Temperance in Iceland.—‘“In Iceland, 
a country of one hundred and thirty 
thousand population, about eight thou- 
sand women have taken the total absti- 
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nence pledge. The principal temperance 
society, the Good Templars, has a mem- 
bership of 4,908 adults and 5,688 children. 
During the occupation of the Allied 
Forces, the consumption of alcohol in- 
creased considerably. The number of 
infractions of the alcohol law rose from 
1,185, in 1938, to 7,145, in 1946. The 
favorable economic situation is partly 
responsible for this rise in infractions.” 
—The Alcohol Problem, International 
Review Against Alcoholism, 


When Not To Drive.—According to 
Norwegian law, no alcohol shall be im- 
bibed for eight hours before driving. 
A person having a blood-alcohol content 
of .05 per cent is considered unfit to 
drive. In America, a driver is not legally 
declared a dangerous driver until the 
blood-alcohol content is .15 per cent. We 
could learn about safety from Norway. 


Take Notice, Mothers !—“Dr. David B. 
Rotman, Chicago Municipal Court psy- 
chiatrist, says that in 1931, the ratio of 
women drinkers to male drinkers was 
one to five; the 1947 ratio was 1 to 2 
[this was in Chicago]. The number of 
eighteen, nineteen, and twenty-year-old 
girls and women found in taverns is 
appalling. In practically every child de- 
liquency case, we find a mother who 
hangs around saloons.”—Chicago Herald- 
American, November 22, 1947, 


Post-Office Saloons.—“In many rural 
communities in the United States, beer 
is sold in country stores or other places 
which are also post offices. It is neces- 
sary for men, women, and children to go 
to these places to get their mail. Fre- 
quently, they must be witnesses of drink- 
ing and drunkenness, and not infre- 
quently, of quarreling and fighting, 
particularly on Saturdays and after ‘work 
hours, for these small stores are not 
only places of trade, but places of com- 
mon resort, which might almost be de- 
scribed as community centers. The 
United States Government should not 
place post offices in such establishments. 
It has no right to subject its abstaining 
and orderly citizens to the necessity of 
resorting to such places.”—Clipsheet, 
January 12, 1948. 


The Effects of Alcohol.—“Thé uniform 
effect upon bodily functioning is depres- 
sion. After drinking, all functioning is 
on a lower level, no matter how the 
drinker feels. Alcohol increases the risk 
of bodily infection; it -is injurious to 
health, and shortens life, 

“The principal effect of alcohol is upon 
the behavior of the person—his emo- 
tions, self-control, judgment, discretion, 
memory, and association of ideas. Alco- 
hol dulls the higher faculties of the mind, 
intellect, will. The use of alcohol is 
responsible for much crime, particularly 
misdemeanors, many accidents, much 
absenteeism from work. The output of 
work is lowered, while the quality of 
the work is reduced.”—Clipsheet, Janu- 
ary 19, 1948, 
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If She Could Only See Herself !—The 
drinking woman is having her day. 
Says the New York Journal-American: 


“Hour after hour, day after day, from 
early morning to closing time, this new 
character is a fixture of the modern 
saloon. The barkeep and male habitués 
regard and deal with her from an atti- 
tude of mingled contempt to predatory 
interest. Most of them have husbands 
and homes; many of them have children 
of tender age. The majority have jobs; 
not a few are still in school. ..., 

“She is making herself unfit for the 
duties of homemaking and rearing chil- 
dren; she is dulling her mind against 
knowledge and poisoning her body 
against normal, healthy functions. . , . 
And she is the laughingstock of the 
very men whose casual society she 
welcomes over a liquor glass. , . . Obvi- 
ously it contributes to juvenile delin- 
quency because mothers neglect their 
homes and their children while they 
spend their time in these places saturat- 
ing themselves with drink. Something 
must be done about this potential social 
cancer.”—Clipsheet, January 19, 1948. 


Abstinence Saves Bills—‘“The West- 
chester Joint Committee on Alcoholism, 
in a report filed with the State Inter- 
departmental Council in Albany, ... 
declared that 6.6 per cent of the men 
and 1.5 per cent of the women in the 
nation are now ‘problem drinkers,’ and 
that the state should provide psychiatric 
facilities for their ‘care, custody, deten- 
tion, treatment, employment, and reha- 
bilitation.””"—New York Times, January 
14, 1948, 


Cause of Auto Accidents.—‘Very few 
so-called. ‘accidents’ are really acci- 
dental,” says the Oregon Traffic Annual, 
1947, “They arise mostly from deliber- 
ate chance-taking, willful violation of the 
law, or gross inattention. . . . Alcohol 
is a major factor in the traffic problem. 
mean that about one out of six fatal 
smashes [in Oregon] is known to be un- 
der the influence of liquor. This would 
mean that about one out of six fatal 
smashes involves a drinking driver. The 
National Safety Council, however, points 
out that chemical tests give ‘good rea- 
son for believing that the officially re- 
ported figures understate the true im- 
portance of alcohol as a traffic accident 
factor.’ The Council believes that liquor 
plays a part in one fatal accident out 
of four.” 


Epilepsy on the Highway.—In Oregon 
a law has been passed making it com- 
pulsory for physicians to report cases of 
epilepsy to the Driver’s License Board. 
This takes one serious hazard off the 
highway — but why not keep the same 
bureau notified of all habitual drinkers 
as well? Why should they be given 
licenses if epileptics are discriminated 
against? It is unlikely that the epileptic 
would do more damage on the road than 
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61 CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


** The Sweetest Music Ever Tolled’’ 


For five centuries, the Flemish 
carillon bell has been considered 
the only perfect bell. And it 
requires such bells to produce the 
varied harmonies of true carillon 
play. The new 61 CARILLONIC 
BELLS is as tonally perfect as 
those world-famous bells; no other 
electronic bell instrument can 
duplicate it. 


Because beauty of tone is so 
important in evaluating a 
carillon, more than 1500 churches 
and institutions have chosen 
CARILLONIC BELLS. Investi- 
gate fully all the advantages of 
the 61 CARILLONIC BELLS— 
made only by Schulmerich Elec- 
tronics, Inc., Sellersville, Pa. 
Address Dept. ST-88 
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“‘Christian 
Witness’? Pins 


(A copyrighted design) 


® Beautiful Torch and Scroll de 
sign in hard fired enamel. 





Actual size 


®@ Torch is gold—Scroll with gold letters in blue 
field or red field. 


@ Screw button or pin back. 


No 1 “ToMe To Live Is Christ’”’ 
No. 2 “Jesus Never Fails’’ 
No. 3 “Jesus Saves, Keeps, Satisfies” 
Designate text, color of scroll, and style of back. 
50 cents each 


SERVICE and SUPPLIES for CHRISTIAN WORK 
Dept. C 21 Maiden Lane New York 7, N. Y. 























Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 


has several openings for 


NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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NEED FUNDS? 


THEN FOLLOW 
__ THIS SIMPLE 


MESSENGER 
1949 
SCRIPTURE 


TEXT CALENDARS 
ARE SIMPLE TO SELL 


inspirational — beautiful 
— Messenger Calendars are 
_* simple to sell—aquickly and 
easily aid you to raise funds. 
13 full color religious illustrations by famous 
artists. Inspiring scripture messages for each day, 
Also — International Sunday Schoo! Lesson assign 
ments, Golden Text for each Sunday, and Prayer 
Meeting Text for Wednesdays. 
Take full advantage of this offer — write today. 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 


Amt. Cost Sell for Profit 
100 = 00 $ 35.00 $13.00 
200 2.00 70.00 28.00 
300 $0. 00 105.00 45.00 
5006 95.00 175.00 80.00 


Single ein 35 cents; 3 copies, $1.00; 12 
copies, $3.50; 25 copies, $7.00; 50 copies, 
$12.00. 

All prices slightly higher in Canada. Order | 
Messenger Scripture Text Calendars from your own 
_Dublishing house, or 

MAIL THIS COUPON 

Messenger Corporation — Dept, sT 

Auburn, Indiana : 
| Enclosed find $. for which 
send me M ger Scripture 


Text Calendars, Also send your free sales plan. 
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the drinking, not the drunken, driver.— 
Data from Oregon Traffic Annual, 1947. 


Safety First—‘“The three ‘E’s’ of safe 
driving — education, . engineering, and 
enforcement.”—Bert Stewart, Jr., Na- 
tional Automobile Club. 

“The alcoholic must be made to feel 
that abstinence represents the highest 
ideal of self-control and decency.”—E, 
M. Jellinek, Sc.D. 


we 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
Sunday, October 31 


2. New Jobs in China 
(Luke 10:2; 1 Cor. 9:16-22) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 





HEN we realize that in China lives 

one-fourth of the world’s popula- 
tion, we may begin to understand the 
greatness of the opportunity and the 
urgency that challenges the Christian 
church today. We saw something last 
week of the appalling inroads of Com- 
munism in China, and if for no other 
reason than that of self-preservation, 
Christians in America should be alert 
to seize every opportunity to proclaim 
the Gospel in China. But there is a 
larger and more compelling reason than 
this. In spite of Christian missionary 
efforts since the early 1800’s, in fact, 
since the even earlier efforts of the 
Nestorian Christians in the seventh cen- 
tury, there are still millions in China 
who have never heard that Christ died 
for them. Should these become enslaved 
to Communism before they hear, or 
should they die before the Gospel 
reaches them, they will go down into 
Christless graves, without Christ and 
without hope. 

Therefore, while it may be interesting 
to consider China’s needs in agriculture, 
or industry, or education, and to think 
of the new jobs that may thus be made 
available for some in the Western world 
as the country is opened up to trade 
and expansion, nevertheless, as Chris- 
tian young people, we must be concerned 
first of all with getting the Gospel to 
China. If we fail to do this, and help 
her only along commercial, or industrial, 
or educational lines, then we shall be 
merely building and promoting in China 
a Christless economy, ready to be taken 
over and exploited by atheist Commu- 
nism, ge 


Let us think of the Christian oppor- 
tunities in China today along six differ- 
ent lines: 

1, Children’s work. China is a land 
of orphans and unwanted children, torn 
loose from families by starvation, disas- 
ter, and war. Many Christians have 


seen the opportunities of winning these}! 
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children for Christ through Christian 
homes and orphanages. 


2. Itinerant evangelism. Although still 
greatly hindered by civil war in China, 
nevertheless, there are increasing oppor- 
tunities to preach Christ in villages 
where no missionary has yet been. 
Transportation is a great factor in such 
évangelism. Pray for the supply of 
automobiles, for airplanes, and even for 
bicycles, so that both natives and for- 
eign missionaries may reach farther and 
farther into untouched regions. Pray 
that many young Christian Chinese may 
catch the vision of evangelizing their 
own people in this New Testament 
method of spreading the Gospel. 


3. Radio. Although yet limited, never- 
theless, radio is making its influence 
felt in China, particularly in large cities, 
and missionaries are becoming more 
and more aware of the opportunities of 
preaching the Gospel over the air. Pray 
that the radio stations may be willing 
to give time for such missionary efforts, 
Pray for the missionaries as they seek 
to follow up the contacts made through 
personal interviews and letters, as a re- 
sult of such radio broadcasts, 


4. Distribution of the Scriptures. 
There is still a great dearth of the Word 
in China. Pray that Christians in Amer- 
ica may give largely for the printing of 
Gospel portions, New Testaments, and 
Bibles in Chinese, and that these may 
get into the hands of faithful and be- 
lieving Bible men and women for dis- 
tribution. Pray especially for oppor- 
tunities for such distribution among 
Communist prisoners and among the 
armed forces of the National Govern- 
ment of China. 


5. Medical Missions. Many hospital.and 
medical stations have been destroyed 
during the civil war that is still pla- 
guing China. Pray for consecrated Chris- 
tian medical students’'who may see the 
great opportunities in China for healing 
the soul while ministering to the body. 
Pray for funds to send forth Christian 
doctors just as fast as the opportunities 
open for the rehabilitation of truly 
Christian medical centers. 


6. Christian schools and colleges. Many 
schools and colleges have been destroyed 
by the war, or have been forced to sus- 
pend operations. Some of those that 
have continued have succumbed to the 
inroads of Modernism and Rationalism. 
Pray for the provision of money and 
equipment and for the calling out of 
truly Christian young men and women 
educators, who will be able to set up 
Christian schools and institutions of 
learning, true to the Bible and to the 
great principles of Christian faith for 
training the young men and women of 
China, who are eager for education and 
ready to accept the things of Christ if 
they are offered by consecrated, Bible- 
believing teachers and leaders, 
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Lesson. for October 31 


The Effects of Small Amounts 
of Alcohol 


(Continued from second page) 


The head of the Medical Department 
of the Swedish Government is Dr. Axel 
Héjer (pronounced her-yer), who has 
written a pamphlet called Vad Jag Tanke 
Om Ol (“What I Think of Beer”); and 
by beer he means 3.2% beer. He tells 
us that two-fifths of all the alcohol con- 
sumed in Sweden is in this 3.2% beer, 
and that “it plays an unquestioned part 
in the cause and continuance of that 
dangerous national sickness which is al- 
coholism.” Lawyers and judges in di- 
vorce courts, superintendents of insane 
asylums, physicians, and especially those 
engaged in the official government com- 
mittees for the care of drunkards all, 
he tells us, have given witness to the 
injuries which this low per cent beer 
causes. 

Thus the Superintendent of Prisons 
for Sweden, Mr. Géransson, insists that 
it is largely responsible for prevailing 
drunkenness, that it has devastating eco- 
nomic results, and that it demands seri- 
ous counter measures. “It should,” he 
says, “be banished from all work places.” 
Trade unions and other organizations are 
called on by him to take up the matter 
and “in this way to make important 
contribution to the people’s health, 
morals, and economic well-being.” 

Police authorities in both city ‘and 
country protest against its sale for home 
consumption. It produces family dis- 
order. No less than thirteen provincial 
governments have asked for wide limita- 
tion on its sale. Protest is also made 
against its retail from the breweries and 
by perambulating brewery trucks. 

The Committee dealing with alcoholics 
in the city of Malm6 says that in its 
present clientéle of 920 drunkards, 189 
owe their downfall chiefly to 3.2% beer, 
“this beverage of moderation,” as Henry 
Luce’s advertisers call it. This is one 
in five! It also emphasizes the disas- 
trous consequences to the family budget 
of even relatively slight beer expendi- 
ture by the family father, which, says 
Dr. Héjer, gives little support.to the 
great newspaper advertisements describ- 
ing 3.2% beer as “a useful and nourish- 
ing. drink.” 





A century ago the physician who held 
the high office in the Swedish medical 
service which Dr, Héjer now holds was 
Dr. Magnus Huss, a pioneer in calling 
attention to the dangers of alcoholism. 
His ten-thesis pronouncement has been 
reprinted in the Yale official organ, for 
the Yale editor has a keen interest in 
antiquarian documents. Let me reprint 
here a document published in Dr. Héjer’s 
essay, which he models on the theses of 
Dr. Huss. Would that this also might 
appear in Yale literature! 

“1. Alcohol makes many thrifty men 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 











s P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 
Dept. 21 Elizabethtown, Pa, al I—A Work of Fnth 
When answering adverti nts, pl mention The Sunday School Times. 





Right, the Kenya 
Colony Market de- 
scribed below. Left, 
happy believer and 
his wife from Iri- 


; oF ai 
American and uative evangelists teaching the Christmas story by flannelgraph in Chiquintirca, Peru. 
Right, Jews at the famous wailing wall, Jerusalem. 





A Safari in Kenya Colony 


“Is Kenya evangelized?” writes 
a young African missionary. “Let 
me take you on just one day's safari. 
The natives told us of a large mar- 
ket place at Zombe where there was 
great need for the Gospel. The road 
twisted and turned, and was really 
bad. It seemed as though we trav- 
elled most of the way in second gear. 
Then the road became just the sandy 
bed of a river, and the car ahead of 
us suddenly stopped. It was now 
about two o'clock, and we began to 
fear we could not return over that 
terrible road after dark with its 
swarms of malarial mosquitoes. The 
men walked ahead, however, and 
met the Chief. He was so anxious 
that we come that he sent a dozen 
men back to push the cars through 
the sand. 


Condensed from “BIBLICAL MISSIONS” 


“When we arrived at the mar- 
ket, the black people just swarmed 
around the cars. Unfolding the or- 
gan and starting our meeting, they 
were ‘all eyes’ — just couldn't imag- 
ine what was making the music. 
There was much noise and confusion. 
We stood on the running board of 


our car to make our voices reach the 
outer edge of the crowd. ‘What a blessing 
an amplifier would have been! 


“One native woman came to us 
just as we were leaving and thanked 
us for coming, saying she wanted to 
believe. She asked us if we were 


coming back again soon. But we 
can’t take another long safari until our 
faithful Ford has some new spring shackles, 
which can’t be had here. Pray that we 
soon may have a new car."’ 


God is answering our earnest prayers with a rapidly enlarging min- 


istry. Will you ‘‘hold the ropes’’ 


as these Gospel messengers go 


down? Your prayer fellowship will be deeply appreciated. For full 


details, address The Treasurer. 
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We Could Only Stammer— 
WHAT A FAITHFUL GOD! 


Many thousands of Jewish Christians 
in Eurdpe still continue to suffer extreme 
privations and heartbreaking sorrows, 
even today. Here is a letter written out 
of the fullness of her heart by a Hebrew 
Christian mother in Germany. 


“A few days ago I had the privilege 
of a a wonderful parcel from 
you, for which I thank you and all 
other children of God from the depths 
of my heart. Our joy was too great 
for words. We could only stammer, 
‘What a faithful God |!’ 


“The privations and horrors, heart- 
aches and tears, through which we 
have gone have left indelible marks 
upon us. My second daughter, who 
is a kindergarten teacher, has fallen 
a victim to tuberculosis, and for 
months will be unable to work again. 
She is a quiet, sincere, believing girl, 
and I do trust the Lord will restore 
her. 

“Our own loved ones were mur- 
dered in the gas chambers of Ausch- 
witz concentration camp. Ifthe Nazi 
had only had a little more time, my 
three daughters would have beed 
done away with also. Oh, that the 
Lord may show His mercy upon 
Israel and redeem her,”’ 


Will you join us in this Christlike 
service and for His sake help us feed the 
hungry, supply the needs of the ravaged 
and downtrodden and lift up the hearts 
of men, women, and children in desper- 
ation. \ 


$10.00 will provide a very substantial 
life-saving food parcel. 


$50.00 will help support a missionary 
for one month. 





Please write to: 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Joseph T. Gritan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victor Buksb B.D.,¢ | Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 

REV. BRUCE MILLAR, B.A., B.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St, Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 
Our quarterly magazine, “Israel My Glory,” a specially 
fine missionary magazine, sent to all contributors and 

also on request. 
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spendthrifts, many industrious indisposed 
to work, many well-to-do poor, many 
honest, dishonest. It makes many quiet 
folk brutal and many kindly folk mean. 
In short, it can make good citizens 
worthless and criminal. Alcohol is the 
great destroyer of character. 

“2. Alcohol is the worst destroyer of 
homes. It brings chaos into them, a 
wasted economy, and crushed hopes. It 
releases impulses to cruelty to children 
and marriage mates. 

“3. Alcohol destroys precision in work. 
Reduction of product and diminished 
quality follow its use. It increases acci- 
dent and death among workers. 

“4, Alcohol corrupts skill-and capacity 
for work, home attachment, and person- 
ality. Everywhere on land and sea and 
air it causes’ fatal accident, with invalid- 
ism and death, 

“5. Alcohol is profitless for health. As 
medicine for internal use it is always 
questionable, often dangerous, and many 
times injurious. 

“6. Above the income which alcohol 
brings to the state, alcohol causes an 
outgo of even greater expenditures — 
for the care of children, the poor, the 
sick, and for the upkeep of all kinds of 
institutions. 

“7. Alcohol works against all efforts 
for higher economic and cultural stand- 
ards of our people, especially for those 
in the lower brackets. It works against 
all socially useful popular movements — 
co-operative, educational, and other. 

“8. Alcohol is, then, the enemy of dem- 
ocratic progress.” 

This is not technical science, that is 
not laboratory science. It is common 
sense. How gratifying to find scientists 
of high standing giving the public non- 
technical, common-sense judgments and 
conclusions ! 

we 


The New Westminster Study Bible 
(Continued from page 905) 


figures without discrediting the record 
which contains them is practically im- 
possible. For these figures are stated 
in Numbers 1 to 4 in great detail and find 
support in the round numbers given in 
Exodus 12:37 and Numbers 11:21 and 
in the second census recorded in Num- 
bers 26. 

According to the record, all these fig- 
ures apply to the Israel of the days of 
Moses and the Exodus. According to 
the footnote to Numbers 1:20-46, there 
are cogent reasons for regarding the 
statements of the text as “unhistorical” 
(p. 126). Petrie’s clan theory is rejected, 
and we are told: “A much more reason- 
able theory regards this list and that in 
ch. 26 as two versions of the census of 
David (2 Sam., ch, 24). The one com- 
plete census of united Israel of which we 
know is that of David, and the figures 


here fit the situation in his day. Ac-— 


cording to this hypothesis, the lists were 


, 
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misplaced from their original context, 
recopied repeatedly, and here preserved 
in two variant forms.” In other- words, 
the two censuses of all Israel recorded in 
Numbers as Mosaic are to be understood 
as two varying and conflicting records 
of a single census taken in the time of 
David. And the statement, “The one 
complete census of united Israel of 
which we know is that of David,” is 
true only if the account of two Mosaic 
censuses of all Israel recorded in Num- 
bers is entirely false. 

In this connection we note that ac- 
cording to Exodus 38:25ff. the “ransom” 
money (a half silver shekel) for 603,550 
men amounted to 100 talents and 1,775 
shekels. The record also states that the 
100 talents were used to cast the 100 


‘silver sockets for the Tabernacle. How 


could this be if the census was not taken 
until the time of David? The answer 
of the critics is this. The Tabernacle 
described in such detail in thirteen chap- 
ters of Exodus (25 to 31 and 35 to 40) 
is probably “an idealization” of the tem- 
porary Tabernacle referred to in 33:7-11, 
The description of it in Exodus is to be 
assigned to the document P and regarded 
as “written after the destruction of the 
first Temple in 586 B.C.” It has been 
called a “reflection backward” of Solo- 
mon’s Temple. Consequently this whole 
account is simply a literary fiction of 
the time of the Exile and later. The 
Tabernacle it so minutely describes never 
existed. Since this is the view of the 
editors of the “Study Edition,” it is dis- 
concerting to say the least to be told 
(p. 148), “The Tabernacle was erected 
nine months after the arrival at Sinai 
(cf. ch. 19:1).” Such a comment may 
make some careless or ill-informed 
reader think that the editors really mean 
to say that this Tabernacle actually was 
made and erected in the days of Moses 
and at Sinai, although they have made 
it abundantly clear that their under- 
standing of the matter is quite different. 
This example will suffice to show how 
the credibility of the Bible as a factual 
record suffers at the hands of the editors 
of the “Study Edition.” 


PROPHECY 

Real prediction, as we find it recorded 
in the Bible is of course a stumbling 
block to the critics because of their anti- 
supernatural bias. So they have sought 
to eliminate it, or at least to bring it 
within the bounds of the humanly pos- 
sible. 

In Isaiah 7:14 we have what the Chris- 
tian Church has regarded and still re- 
gards as a wonderful prediction of the 
virgin birth of Jesus (Matt. 1:23). The 
comment on this important verse tells 
us: “V. 14. virgin. The Hebrew word 
means a young woman old gnough for 
marriage.” This seerns intended to imply 
that there was nothing extraordinary in 
this birth, that it was just like a multi- 
tude of others. This impression is con- 
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firmed by the statement, “The predic- 
tion is that nine mon‘hs-hence a mother 
will name her newborn son Immanuel 
(God with Us’) as an expression of 
faith that God is with his people to save 
them.* It is not suggested that the 
“prediction” is Messianic and Matthew 
1:23 is not referred to. Apparently, the 
prediction concerned a perfectly normal 
birth and was fulfilled in the immedi- 
ate future. When we turn to Matthew 
1:23 we are told in the comment: “The 
Isaiah verse, originally spoken of a birth 
in Isaiah’s day, is here applied to Jesus’ 
birth.” The reader should note how 
careful the editors are to avoid saying 
the prophecy was fulfilled in the birth 
of Jesus. There is a world of difference 
between “applied” and “fulfilled,” espe- 
cially when the reader is assured that 
the real fulfillment occurred in the days 
of Isaiah nine months after he uttered 
his prophecy. This is not what the 
Christian Church has understood “ful- 
filled” to mean as used by Matthew in 
speaking of the birth of the Redeemer. 
It is not what the Christian Church be- 
lieves today. And the editors of the 
“Study Edition” are fully aware of this 
fact, however much they may endeavor 
to deny it. 

All of the prophecies in Daniel 7 to 12 
are definitely connected with the name 
of Daniel and assigned to his lifetime. 
According to the “Study Edition,” the 
Book of Daniel “may be dated about 
168 B.C.” (p. 1236). The words of Dan- 
iel 9:26, “and after threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off,” are ex- 
plained as referring to the murder of the 
high priest, Onias III, about 171 B.C, 
This means that the prophecy of the 
seventy weeks. terminates just about the 
time when, according to the “Study Edi- 
tion,” the Book of Daniel was written. 
In other words, this is not prophecy. It 
is history written under the guise of 
prophecy after the event. The “Study 
Edition” may not be prepared to deny 
categorically the possibility of predictive 
prophecy. But its treatment of many 
passages indicates very clearly that to 
the editors prophecy as really predictive 
is a liability and not an asset. 

A striking example of this attitude 
toward predictive prophecy is supplied 
by the footncte to 1 Kings 13:2, where 
we, read, “Behold, a child shall be born 
unto the house of David, Josiah by name.” 
The footnote tells us: “A prophet from 
Judah denounces Jeroboam’s sanctuary 
at Beth-el and foretells its destruction. 
Since Josiah carried out this destruction, 
his name became attached to this pre- 
diction (cf. 2 Kgs. 23:17).” For those 
who accept this note the name of Josiah 
is as effectually deleted from this proph- 
ecy as if it had been cut out by the “pen- 
knife” of Jehoiakim. It makes the pre- 
diction a vague one, which could apply 
to any reforming king of the house of 
David. So “understood,” the prediction 
becomes more humanly possible and 
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therefore more acceptable to the mode 
ern man. 
EVOLUTION 

Since the thinking of modern man is 
largely influenced by the theory of natu- 
ralistic evolution, the “Study Edition” 
adopts a chronology which seeks to find 
in limitless time a substitute for fiat 
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creation. Thus, in the Chronological 
Table given in the Concordance, the first 
section is entitled, “The Ancient World 
Before the Patriarchs.” It has three di- 
visions: Stone Age, Chalcolithic Age, 
Early Bronze Age. The Stone Age is 
described as “beginning 200,000 to 500,000 
years ago.” Such statements as this are 
quite often met with. But it is really 
an amazing one. It is amazing, because 
it allows for a margin of error of 300,000 
years! The historian can carry the 
documented history of man only with 
difficulty as far back as 10,000 years, if 
indeed that far. When the evolutionist 
goes back 500,000 years to find a starting 
point for the Stone Age and is willing 
to reduce this figure if ne€essary to 200,- 
000, he is practically admitting that he 
really knows very little about the mat- 
ter. With such a chronology as back- 
ground, we are not surprised to find that 
the “Study Edition” regards it “ques- 
tionable whether fhe story of Adam and 
Eve was ever intended to be'simply a 
literal and factual account of what two 
people said and did at a particular time 
in history” (p, 19). The story of Adam 
and Eve is apparently to be regarded as 
symbol or myth. 


A Tracic SITUATION 

There is an element of tragedy in the 
publication of the “Westminster Study 
Edition” of the Bible and in the New 
Curriculum, of which it forms so impor- 
tant and essential a part. For both are 
vitally related to a “New Life” move- 
ment which seeks to promote earnest 
Bible study within the circle of the 
church and to bring into it thousands of 
the unchurched. The aim is highly to 
be commended, The church must seek 
to make Christianity and its Bible ac- 
ceptable to the modern man. Unfor- 
tunately the leaders in this movement 
are seeking to do this by the use of 
means which undermine the very foun- 
dations on which alone Christian faith 
can securely rest and Christian char- 
acter be built, confidence in the Holy 
Scriptures as “the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
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tice.” To urge men to study the Bible 
as the Word of God, and:at the same 
time assure them that very many of its 
most positive statements must be under- 
stood to mean something very different 
from what they plainly state, Will not 
foster and promote new life. On the 
contrary, this teaching will lead those 
who accept it a long way along the 
pathway of skepticism and denial which 
ends in spiritual death. The Bible will 
stand, and it will finally triumph over 
all those who doubt or challenge its 
authority. “The scripture cannot be 
broken” is a declaration of the great 
Head of the Church in which we can 
place entire confidence. But no Protes- 
tant church, whatever its name (Pres- 
byterian, Methodist, Baptist, Luth- 
eran, Episcopal, Congregational), which 


allows that “sword of the Spirit” which | 


has been committed to it to be blunted 
or broken by unbelief is entitled to 
expect that it will be able to wield this 
sword successfully against the forces of 
unbelief, especially in this present day 
when the enemies of the church are so 
numerous and so aggressive. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 25 to 31 


Mon.—Proverbs 6:6-15. 
Warning Against Laziness and Poverty. 
PraYER Succestions: “Go to the ant, 
thou sluggard; consider her ways, and 
be wise.” Prepare for the future in this 
world and the next. The little ant, if 
considered, will teach a needful lesson 
about laying up for the time of need. 
We observed a chipmunk recently stow- 
ing away pine cones at the rate of six 
an nour. Little creatures teach big les- 
sons of industry and feresight. Easy- 
going in labor, physical and spiritual, 
is dangerous and foolish if due to lazi- 
ness. Pray for the Mid-South Bible In- 
stitute, 1271 Poplar Ave., Memphis 4. 


Tues.—Proverbs 6:16-19. 
Seven Things Which the Lord Hateth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These six things 
doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an 
aboinination to him.” Pride, lying, mur- 
der, and an evil heart and tongue; gossip 
and feet that run swiftly to mischief are 
hateful in God’s sight; yet these are the 
common sins of the times. But unless 
the fear of God is powerfully brought 
home to sinners, these evils will spread 
unnaturally. But this will not be done 
unless God’s people feel these evils and 
are given grace to make sinners feel 
them, too. Pray for the Washington 
Bible Institute, 1445 Rhode Island Ave., 
N. W., Washington 5, D. C., 
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Wed.—Proverbs 6:26-35. 
An Appeal for Chaste Living. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whoso commit- 
teth adultery . .. destroyeth his own 
soul,” The spread of the sin of unchas- 
tity is appalling. “Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery” is seldom heard from our 
evangelical pulpits. By God’s Law is 
the knowledge of sin. But the soul-de- 
stroying consequences of this evil are 
also rarely mentioned. We need preach- 
ers of righteousness. We need Pauline 
reasoning of righteousness, self-control, 
and judgment to come. Pray for Roberts 
Junior College, North Chili, N. Y. 
Thurs.—Proverbs 8:1-11. 
An Appeal to Wise Living. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My voice is to 
the sons of men.” That means you and 
me and everybody else. The voice of 
God in nature and in the Bible is per- 
fect in wisdom. Earth is like to Heaven 
more than we think. And when God 
calls us to righteousness He calls us into 
wisdom’s ways. It is unreasonable to 
be unrighteous. The Word to all man- 
kind is: “Hear, and your soul shall live” 
(Isa. 55:3). Pray for Emmaus Bible 
School, 81 Harcourt Ave., Toronto 6, Can. 
Fri.—Proverbs 10:1-9. 
“A Wise Son Maketh a Glad Father.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A wise son 
maketh a glad father.” Numerous ex- 
amples of parental pleasure over good 
children are scattered through the Scrip- 
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tures. And likewise we find these cases 
of foolish sons who made their mothers 
groan. This same law of cause and ef- 
fect operates in all domestic, social, and 
business circles. All reap as they sow. 
Righteousness has its own rewards, as 
wickedness its fitting punishments. Pray 
for Columbia Bible College, Columbia 
33, S. C. 
Sat.—Ecclesiastes 2:1-11. 
“This Also Was Vanity.” 
PraYyER Succestions: “I looked on all 
the works that my hands had wrought 
and on the labour that I had laboured 
to do: and behold, all was vanity and 
vexation of spirit.” | Life lived only for 
time is vain. All whose portion was only 
in this life now find that all is vanity 
and vexation of spirit. Yet multitudes 
live without God and for only what this 
world can give as a reward—and that 
is vexation of a never-dying soul. What 
is the end of your life? Is it to glorify 
God and enjoy Him forever? Pray for 
the Southeastern Bible School, 1401 S. 
29th St., Birmingham 5, Ala. 
Sun.—James 3:13-18, 
“The Wisdom From Above.” 
PRAYER SuGcEstTions: “The wisdom that 
is from above.” Our wisdom is either 
of God or of the Devil. Back of our 
wills is either God or Satan. It is either 
pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy, good fruits, im- 
partial and sincere, or earthly, sensual, 
and devilish. After an uproar in a church 
meeting as the people hurried to thes 
door, the minister stopped them and 
read the words of our text. Men and 
women took their seats, confessed their 
wisdom was not of God, and a revival 
followed. What is the source of your 
wisdom? Pray for Westmont College, 55 
La Paz Rd., Santa Barbara, Calif, 
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WHO WILL IT BE? 


We do not believe that it is possible for anyone to 
predict who is'to be the World Dictator and Dr. Smith 
will not attempt to name him, but Scripture is very 
clear in revealing that there is to be a world dictator, 
and Dr. Smith will have much to say concerning this 
prophecy in his article: 


DICTATOR 





The Inevitability of World Dictatorship 


Probably no one of our generation has contributed more trustworthy and searching writings than the 


author of a series of articles beginning soon in the Times. 


Out of his years of intensive Bible study, his vast 
amount of oodles and his unusual skill in research, DR. 


WILBUR M. SMITH, Professor of Apologetics in Ful- + 


ler Theological Seminary, editor of “Peloubet’s Select 
Notes,” author of “This Atomic Age and the Word of 
God,” and other books, has written this series, 


“Perplexity” is one of the signs of the end times given 
by our Lord, along with “distress of nations” and “men’s 
hearts failing them for fear.”. But for believers the Bible 
is “a light that shineth in a dark place.” These articles 
will cover these up-to-date subjects: 

@ The ao Pre-eminent Book for This Hour of World 
ists. 
@ The Inevitability of World Dictatorship. 


@ The Implications of the Doctrine of One World for These 
Last Days. 


@ Palestine —the Center of World Crisis, Past and Present. 
@ The Place of Rome in New Testament Prophecy. 


@ The Significance of the Euphrates River in Contemporary 
World Events. 


@ The Prince of the Power of the Air. 
@ The Power of Mass Propaganda in Relation to a World Ruler. 





This entire series may be secured 
by a 22 weeks subscription for $1.00 
(Canada $1.10) to 


The Sunday School Times 


The leaders in every walk of life know a 
world crisis is at hand. Dr. Smith tells of the 
various opinions of world leaders, who, with- 
out a knowledge of the Word of God, are left 
in a serious dilemma. 

Ybu cannot afford to miss this timely and 
tremendously important series. 

Only subscriptions received promptly by the 


Sunday School Times will be sure to include 
the entire series. 


Subscriptions should be sent quickly to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Dept. S 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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